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Context

The framework of our Strategic Directions for 2020-2025 is built upon the 
foundation laid in the preceding version, Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview’s 
Strategic Directions 2015-2020, as well as recent defining documents released by 
the Society of Jesus that provide the shape and direction for our collective future. 

The earlier iteration of our Strategic Directions (2015-2020) identified the key 
priorities that emerged from wide community consultations, research, and 
discernment. These include the promotion of Ignatian spirituality, excellence 
in teaching and learning, pastoral care based on cura personalis, a strong sense 
of community, and stewardship over our resources and environment. This 
new version, Strategic Directions 2020-2025, strengthens and sharpens our 
commitment in these areas to provide a clear view of the path ahead.

These priorities find their roots in the international network of Jesuit schools, 
governed by the Society of Jesus. Recent documents that provide shape to the 

international direction of Jesuit education include:

 ⁄ The Universal Apostolic Preferences (UAP) of the Society of Jesus 2019-2029

 ⁄ Jesuit Schools: A Living Tradition in the 21st Century

 ⁄ The Apostolic Plan for the Australian Province 2019—2024:  

A Call to Mission in Hope 

Best captured in the spirit of the Universal Apostolic Preferences of the Society of Jesus 
2019-2029, the Charter of Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview into the next strategic 
phase of its development will be to:  
“accompany young people in the creation of a hope-filled future”  
(UAP, 2019-2029).

“

”

We stand at their side. We glimpse 
the future with them. We walk with 
them in order to perceive and discern 
where the Spirit is leading our world 
and our Church.

UNIVERSAL APOSTOLIC 
PREFERENCES: JOURNEY  
WITH YOUTH

Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview acknowledges the Cammeraygal people who are the Traditional  
Owners of this land upon which we are privileged to live and educate. We pay our respects to the Elders 
past and present and extend respect to other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.
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“
”
Quantum Potes Tantum Aude
As much as you can do,  
so much dare to do

Mission 

As a Catholic boarding school in the Jesuit tradition, the educational 
program at Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview continues its commitment 
to the magis. This deep search for spiritual, academic, social, physical 
and experiential growth enables young men to reach their full potential, 
immersed in an environment of aspiration and support. 

The Jesuit educational program at the College is distinguished by:

 
 A commitment to faith and Gospel values   
 through the formation of staff and students, with a  
 special regard for service
 

 Quality teaching and learning     
 through programs that promote the intellectual,   
 physical, cultural and artistic development of students

 

 Holistic pastoral care  
 that supports young men in their growth 
 and development

  
 An inclusive community 
 that identifies with the global network of Jesuit schools,  
 where every contribution is valued

 

 Resources and facilities 
 that enable best education practice and “a compelling  
 regard for environmental stewardship” (Laudato Si 2015)
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Faith Formation and 
Ignatian Spirituality

One of the principal tenets of Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview is to encourage 

authentic faith in our students, staff and wider community. Building on the rich 

tradition of the Jesuits, Ignatian spirituality remains at the core of an educational 

program that provides a relevant and faith-filled experience of Church that 

recognises the importance of inculturation and interreligious dialogue.

In the coming years, our specific priorities include:

 ⁄ The development of a personal faith and relationship with God that enables 

students to become “men for others”. This is fostered through reflection days, 

retreats, the daily Examen and opportunities for prayer.

 ⁄ A faith in action that is best expressed through service. Be it through 

Immersions, Ignatian Service or House initiatives, we aim to instil in our 

students a deep sense of social justice, a capacity to explore gender stereotypes 

and a desire to redress gender inequality within society.

 ⁄ A deep regard for, and response to, the marginalised, with specific regard 

for First Nations people and those seeking refuge and asylum. The First Nations 

Program and Riverview Bursary Program at the College are expressions of  

this commitment.

“

”

The mission of the Society of Jesus today is the 

service of faith, of which the promotion of justice is 

an absolute requirement… An authentic faith [which] 

always involves a deep desire to change the world, to 

transmit values, to leave this earth somehow better 

than we found it…
JESUIT SCHOOLS: A LIVING TRADITION IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY. AN ONGOING EXERCISE OF DISCERNMENT, 2019
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Teaching and Learning

As an educational institution first and foremost, Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview 

delivers quality teaching and learning through highly qualified staff, who are committed 

to helping students achieve their highest potential. The curriculum is delivered alongside 

an inclusive and robust co-curriculum for a holistic educational experience in which 

students, as emerging global citizens, are encouraged to explore and discover their 

strengths and talents in a quest for human excellence. In the coming years we will 

continue to adopt new technologies and learning methodologies underpinned by 

research and proven to produce positive student outcomes.

Specific priorities in teaching and learning include:

 ⁄ A deep respect and aspiration for scholarship, which understands its place  

as a fitting response to God’s gift of reason and intellect.

 ⁄ Evidence-based responses to contemporary teaching and learning practices. 

We seek to deliver best teaching practices, including the Ignatian Pedagogical 

Paradigm (IPP), to ensure that our students are provided with agile and evolving 

learning platforms in a fast-changing world.

 ⁄ The cultivation of collaborative and differentiated learning to accommodate 

the diverse needs of students. Our Learning Enrichment and Special Education 

Integration Programs ensure that appropriate assistance is provided to students who 

require additional support, while integrated learning and other challenging programs 

cater for the needs of more academically inclined students.

“
”

It is important for our institutions to be spaces 

for educational investigation, true laboratories in 

innovation in teaching, from which we can draw  

new teaching methods or models.

ARTURO SOSA SJ (SUPERIOR GENERAL 2016-)
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Cura Personalis

The ‘care of the individual’ is nowhere more present than in the House system 

at the College, which provides every student with a mentor, a friend, and a place 

of belonging. This commitment to cura personalis enables students to flourish in 

an environment of mutual support and wellbeing, and is a continued focus for 

the years ahead.

Specific priorities in pastoral care include:

 ⁄ The cultivation of supportive environments through articulated pastoral 
care programs for staff and students, including the promotion of mental 
health and wellbeing, which is of particular concern in the face of a global 
pandemic;

 ⁄ The promotion of child-safe environments and child protection consistent 
with accreditation standards of the Australian Childhood Foundation; 

 ⁄ Dedicated support and accessible options for those in our community 
experiencing adversity.

 
Our commitment to cura personalis extends into every part of the Riverview 
community, embracing formation opportunities for staff, support for 
volunteers, and even retreat opportunities for parents.

“

”

In Society’s education experience, cura personalis 

becomes the pivot of all Ignatian education… [it] 

envisages in the schools and universities not only 

academic excellence, [but]… the integral formation 

of the person for responsible life in the people of 

God and in human society.

PETER HANS KOLVENBACH SJ (SUPERIOR GENERAL 1983-2008), 
REVIEW OF IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY: CURA PERSONALIS
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Community

Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview is fortunate to have a strong sense of 

community grounded in our commitment to our Ignatian identity. In the 

years ahead, with ongoing formation opportunities, we aim to build on this 

community of inclusion and diversity with the following priorities:

Specific priorities include:

 ⁄ The integration of the Old Ignatians’ Union, Parents & Friends’ 

Association and friends of the College, harnessing their synergies to 

enhance the entire College community;

 ⁄ The cultivation of strong relationships amongst the boarding community 

in regional Australia and across the world;

 ⁄ Development of new and innovative methods for building community 

in compliance with our changing social landscape;

 ⁄ The promotion of a Bursary Program which is an expression of the Jesuit 

commitment to provide access for those who would not otherwise be able   

to attend the College.

“

”

The worldwide Society of Jesus recognises that 

inculturation and interreligious dialogue are 

essential components of its mission to promote 

faith and justice (GC 34).

JESUIT SCHOOLS: A LIVING TRADITION IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY. AN ONGOING EXERCISE OF DISCERNMENT, 2019
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Resources and 
Environment 

Responsible stewardship of our resources and environment is both a spiritual 

and social imperative, and the College commits to wisely managing our 

resources to strategically and proactively respond to the needs of the future.

Specific priorities with regard to our resources and environment include:

 ⁄ Ongoing development of the Ignis Project with special regard for the  

long-term future of the Regis Campus;

 ⁄ Leadership in environmental stewardship – encouraging student 

initiatives and taking on best environmental practices around the campus;

 ⁄ A proactive response to Governance and Risk minimisation  

strategies; and

 ⁄ A commitment to continuous improvement through review processes.

“

”

Environmental Education should be part of the 

core curriculum… (and) incorporate an ecological 

ethic in our science, theology and humanities 

courses. Our schools should make every effort  

to become environmentally sustainable…

JESUIT SCHOOLS: A LIVING TRADITION IN THE 21ST CENTURY.  
AN ONGOING EXERCISE OF DISCERNMENT, 2019
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The Framework of  Formation
CONTEXT EXPERIENCE REFLECTION ACTION EVALUATION

Jesuit ethos 
and culture

Cura Personalis

Deep scholastic 
tradition

Faith and service

Pastoral welfare 
and well-being

Quality teaching 
& learning

Conscientisation

Deep discernment

Ignatian pedagogical 
paradigm

“Men for others”

Commitment to the 
common good

Aspiration for the magis

The Riverview graduate

Young men of 
discernment and 

compassion

Life-long learners who 
know how to reflect 

and question



A Vision for the Future 

Strategic Directions 2020-2025 strengthens the College’s commitment  
to build upon the positive foundations laid by the former Strategic 
Directions 2015-2020, while sharpening our vision for the future. 

Our humble ambition is to develop young men who truly embrace the Jesuit ethos of being “men for others” – 
young men who understand their place in the world and are willing to embrace the challenge to change it for the 
better. We do this by prioritising the five tenets laid out in this document:

 ⁄ Encouraging an authentic personal faith in the Ignatian tradition

 ⁄ Delivering excellence in teaching and learning

 ⁄ Providing genuine care for the individual (cura personalis)

 ⁄ Fostering our already strong sense of community

 ⁄ Wisely stewarding our resources and God-given environment

Strategic Directions 2020-2025 will be implemented by 
action plans developed by the College Executive, with 
annual reporting to the College Board.

Strategic Directions 2020-2025 is cognisant of and 
responsive to the key priorities and initiatives that 
reside with the Society of Jesus in Australia and the 
Jesuit Assistancy of Asia-Pacific.

FR TOM RENSHAW SJ, RECTOR

MR GREG MACKAY, CHAIR OF BOARD

DR PAUL HINE, PRINCIPAL

“

”

Today’s prime educational 
objective must be to form  
men and women for others…  
who cannot even conceive  
of love of God which does  
not include love for the least  
of their neighbours.

PEDRO ARRUPE SJ 
(SUPERIOR GENERAL 1965-1983)




