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Mercy in  
Motion
The Jubilee of Mercy was a fitting theme for this edition and indeed a 
centralised theme across College activities so far this year. The Jubilee of 
Mercy reminds us that mercy is not only shown by God, but should also be 
shown by us all. We who have experienced mercy must in turn grant it to 
others. Whether it is in our families, our neighbours, our nation, or the world, 
without forgiveness and reconciliation there will be no peace. 

Each year, College Leaders undertake a period of discernment to produce 
a theme, which acts as a reference point to guide the various activities and 
events that are listed on the school calendar. In welcoming the young men 
back to 2016, College Captain Bennett Walsh spoke of his vision for the 
school, encouraging them to apply their many diverse talents, abilities and 
gifts for the greater good of the community to accord with the theme, Strength 
in Unity. A formal mass to begin the year has been part of this school’s history 
since its very foundation back in 1880, so the young men engage in Eucharistic 
liturgy that transcends time and place. Such an occasion recognises the 
tradition of faith at Riverview and speaks very directly to the Catholic 
teaching and Ignatian spirituality that permeates all areas of College life.

What was particularly noticeable about the gathering was the sense of 
reverence and engagement the young men brought to the occasion, one that 
spoke to their capacity to associate with and respond to school expectations, 
be they in the classroom, in worship, in service or more broadly in the public 
domain. It was a palpable sign that the message of both Strength and Unity 
had been embraced on this occasion, one which resides at the centre of 
school life.

Strength and Unity was again displayed through the 2nd annual ‘Friends 
Who Listen’ assembly where messages of compassion, friendship, mercy, 
forgiveness, reconciliation, warmth and gentleness were displayed to each 
young man in the room. A moment of reflection to determine how they as 
friends can show mercy, can show compassion and can grant forgiveness 
towards their friends and develop an understanding that their actions can 
authentically reflect mercy and help to positively shape the journey of their 
peers. An acknowledgment of the individual journey experienced by each and 
every young man during their time at the College. 

For the most part, a young man's journey here at the College is positive. 
However, there are some whose experience is not fondly remembered. 
Through a service coordinated by the College in collaboration with 
survivors of abuse, an acknowledgment and apology was made by the 
College as it seeks mercy and forgiveness from those who have experienced 
harm and wrong doing. A courageous moment both for the College and 
the survivors, and one that speaks true to the Jubilee of Mercy. Many facets 
of the College have displayed strength and unity for both past and present 
community members to ensure a positive journey for each individual. An 
OIU led initiative further supports this message as they begin to combat 
Men's Mental health later this year. Semester One has displayed a strong 
College community united in supporting one another, showing compassion 
and being a Friend Who Listens. 
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HSC. As Sam says of his work, “My drawings 
capture images from various wars from the 
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chosen to represent the futility of conflict, but 
also the quiet heroism of the people who serve.” 
Quiet heroism and service are never far from 
acts of mercy. Sam’s image seems to ground 
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Mercy in an Australian context. His could be ‘the 
Anzac Good Samaritan’—mercy for a brother 
who has a claim on my care.
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From the Rector

What I Want is Mercy

The greatest parables of the Good 
Samaritan and the Prodigal Son are cases 
in point.

The Holy Father inaugurated the Year of 
Mercy in December last year. Why a Jubilee 
of Mercy today, he asked?  Because, Pope 
Francis said,

“This is the time for mercy. It is the 
favourable time to heal wounds, a 
time not to be weary of meeting all 
those who are waiting to see and to 
touch with their hands the signs of 
the closeness of God, a time to offer 
everyone the way of forgiveness and 
reconciliation.”

The Holy Father is asking us to check 
our lives, our faith communities and 
our ministries against this call to mercy. 

‘Mercy’ might, at first, sound like a haughty 
or condescending virtue, a looking down 
on the deserving needy. But Francis is 
quick to humanise and contextualise it:

“In this Holy Year, we look forward to 
the experience of opening our hearts to 
those living on the outermost fringes of 
society: fringes which modern society 
itself creates. … How many are the 
wounds borne by the flesh of those 
who have no voice because their cry 
is muffled and drowned out by the 
indifference of the rich! … Let us not fall 

into humiliating indifference ... Let us 
open our eyes and see the misery of the 
world, the wounds of our brothers and 
sisters who are denied their dignity … 
May their cry become our own.”

How many ways are open to us in this, 
our Riverview Family. Each time we 
formally gather, we acknowledge the 
Cammeraygal people, the traditional 
owners of this property and the river 
which bounds us. It is a re-membering (“a 
putting together again”), pointing us to 
ways in which we might all be reconciled. 
The welcoming of refugee or indigenous 
boarders, or struggling families into our 
company, a place at the table, is another 
dimension. We can see it reflected in 
the healing outcomes of our restorative 
justice programme when members of 
our community have fallen out or been 
hurt, giving them an opportunity to make 
amends. Ignatian Service programmes and 
the Immersions offered here take us out of 
that ‘indifference’ about which the Pope 
speaks, to shape our hearts and challenge 
our attitudes. Likewise, the Houses have 
always partnered with organisations who, 
in their need, have a claim on us. Some of 
these relationships are very long-standing. 
The Old Ignatians’ Union continues 
this in their commitment to the Cana 
Communities (for inner-city homeless 
and people at risk) and The Ignatian 

Early in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus becomes frustrated with some nit-picking, 
self-righteous Pharisees and he blasts them saying, “Go and learn what this 
means: what I want is mercy, not sacrifice.” Throughout all the Gospels, 
Jesus’ actions and stories are riddled with the meaning of mercy. 
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Service Association (which responds to 
so many justice needs in the community). 
In addition, I have seen outreach offered 
in recent times at Old Ignatian reunions 
when apologies are offered to classmates of 
years gone by for any bullying, exclusion or 
insensitivity experienced. And, of course, 
our apology to the entire College family to 
all who have suffered harm or abuse while 
entrusted to our care, and the offers of 
support which come with that, is a starting 
point for redressing past wrongs. 

‘A Year of Mercy’, naturally, is just a 
beginning. Not some passing focus until 
we are presented with yet another theme to 
run with. No, this Year of Mercy is a leaven 
to cultivate an ongoing culture of mercy.

“Go and learn what it means,” challenged 
Jesus. We will   —because schools are 
learning communities.

FR ROSS JONES, SJ
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This is the time 
for mercy. It is the 
favourable time to 
heal wounds, a time 
not to be weary of 
meeting all those who 
are waiting to see and 
to touch with their 
hands the signs of the 
closeness of God, a 
time to offer everyone 
the way of forgiveness 
and reconciliation.
POPE FRANCIS

Above German expressionist, Paula 

Modersohn-Becker, painted The Merciful 

Samaritan in 1907. The colours are bold, 

as is the message. When Jesus told the 

parable, he asked the hearer, “Of them 

all     —the two 'religious professionals' and 

the Samaritan (the hated foreigner)—who 

was the neighbour?” The Samaritan, our 

course, was the reply. Jesus said to him, 

“Then go and do the same.”



In the case of the former, there is much 
to celebrate and be thankful for with a 
significant building program pending, 
new initiatives to support the academic 
program and family life, novel partnerships 
between universities and the College, 
as well as a rich and vital co-curricular 
program. However, in the Year of Mercy 
this community needs to look deeply into 
its past and make a meaningful response 
to those who have been affected by the 
scourge of child abuse —the violation 
of children’s rights by those who were 
commissioned with a ministry of trust. 
For that, there is no excuse and no fully 
adequate way forward, except to offer a 
statement of profound apology, together 
with a firm resolve to ensure that such 
episodes will not be repeated in the present 
and the future. It is also a time when, as a 
Catholic community, we can pray for those 
who have experienced the pain and trauma 
that has compromised their childhood 
and may continue to provide significant 
problems in adult life.

The centrefold of this edition is devoted 
to the Survivors of child abuse, those who 
over the generations have been adversely 
affected by the activities of adults who 
failed to live out their ministry and honour 
their professional obligations. Let us be 
direct, it is confronting and it is disturbing, 

but it is real and for that we need to 
come face to face with the truth. In the 
words of the East Timorese Poet, Xanana 
Gusmao: ‘Owning the past is an exercise in 
releasing a truth imprisoned by silence’. What 
I find challenging about this is the word 
owning, for it speaks to an organisation 
appropriating the suffering that has been 
incurred by boys whose time at the College 
is now cause for regret and sadness, as it no 
doubt is for their families and their friends. 
And so, as a school community it impels 
each and every Jesuit, teacher, Old Boy and 
parent to pause and consider this in support 
of those who need a way forward in a world 
that at the very best of times can be fraught 
with paradox, confusion and difficulty.

This edition of The Ignatian therefore seeks 
to inform readers of the myriad aspects 
of the educational program and the 
community that are cause for celebration 
and achievement, but also unambiguously 
draws attention to a time that will forever 
loom as a dark and regrettable chapter in 
Riverview’s history. This is a matter not 
to resile from. To do so would abandon 
those who have experienced harm and 
suffering at Riverview and from whom we 
seek forgiveness and mercy. To those who 
have suffered, I offer a deep statement of 
apology.

DR PAUL A HINE

From the Principal

Seeking Mercy

This edition of The Ignatian shares both the high points in the life of the 
College and also importantly, draws attention to its shadows. 

Owning the past 
is an exercise in 
releasing a truth 
imprisoned by silence. 
EAST TIMORESE POET 
LAUREATE , XANANA GUSMAO
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As the teaching from the Ancient World 
suggests, the whole is greater than the sum of 
its component parts. At a level of governance, 
the collective energies of Council, 
comprising members of considerable 
expertise and insight, allows the College 
to forge its place into the future, be that 
in responding to Ignatian spirituality in 
contemporary ways, providing advice 
about the educational program, working 
to support the constituent members of 
the school community, mitigating risk, 
or, ensuring that the finance and resource 
provision necessary to run a large and 
complex school is stewarded with precision 
and prudence. To my fellow Councillors, 
I extend a statement of gratitude on 
behalf of the entire community, for it is 
in discerning the right strategic futures 
and policy initiatives that this school will 
progress to the next stage of its proud and 
illustrious history.

The College Council has provided 
oversight of the professional standards 
issues that have surfaced over the last 
two years. As former School Captain (OR 
1975), it pains me to think that some of 
my contemporaries suffered through the 
actions of those who betrayed the trust 
associated with their profession and their 
ministry. In retrospect, it is a realisation 
that naivety was a feature of my own 

childhood, one that was graced with an 
education that not only contained the tools 
of learning in the classroom, but the joys 
of the river and the rugby field. But, that 
has not been the experience of all boys 
across the years, and so as a member of the 
Old Ignatians Union (OIU), and current 
Chair of Council, I extend my deepest 
sympathies and my heartfelt compassion 
to those for whom the Riverview uniform 
is a reminder of sadness, of anxiety and 
pain. I extend, on behalf of the Council 
and all my contemporaries, past and 
present, a sincere statement of apology in 
the hope that it may assuage some of the 
trauma of the past through an open and 
direct acknowledgment that abuse and 
harm occurred. And, should any member 
of the immediate and extended member 
of the College community reading these 
words having been affected by this bleak 
time, I encouraged them to approach the 
Principal, the Chair of Council and/or 
members of the OIU for support so that 
some help and healing may be provided. 
Let us not shy from the fact that if there are 
criminal matters that need to be reported, I 
would respectfully encourage that they are 
so that justice can be forthcoming to those 
who are in need of it.

JOHN WILCOX 

From the Council

From the Chair

As Chair of the St Ignatius’ Riverview Council, it is an honour to work with 
a group of Directors who give willingly of their time and expertise to best 
position the school in a competitive and changing educational landscape.
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From the Province Ministries

Jesuit Province Keen to 
Engage with Survivors

Only a few months into his new role, the recently appointed Director of 
Professional Standards for the Australian Jesuit Province, Mr Simon Davies, 
has already begun making efforts to ensure that survivors of abuse have a 
voice in how the issue of abuse is addressed in Jesuit schools and ministries.

“I’m keen for more engagement with 
survivors—either ones we know about 
or other survivors who might come 
forward in future—making sure our 
door is open and we’re engaging with 
them as much as we can”, he says. 

In January, Simon met with a survivors 
advocate representing two past students 
who were abused at a Jesuit school. Simon 
says the meeting helped clarify some of the 
concerns of survivors and how the Province 
can better respond to them.

“A key issue that was raised was how we, 
as a Province, were reaching out to past 
survivors,” he said. “We do a lot of work 
communicating to current parents 
and students, but what are we doing to 
engage with those who may have been 
in our schools around 40 years ago?”

“Another issue was funding for these 
survivours. It’s not just about giving 
them reparation and then never seeing 
them again. It’s about how we can walk 
with them on their life journey.”

 Part of listening to survivors and support 
groups is about moving beyond a ‘one size 
fits all’ approach, and developing ways to 
engage with each person individually.

“Some people might want a high 
engagement now, or they want a 
minimal engagement now. But in 20 
years time, their situation might change 
or their psychological profile changes. 
It’s important to recognize that people’s 
needs change over time.”

One of the criticisms often raised by 
survivors is that there has been little or 
no acknowledgment that abuse occurred, 
or apologies for the actions of the past. 
Simon says the Year of Mercy offers an 
invaluable opportunity for the Australian 
Jesuit Province to acknowledge the hurt 

done, reach out to survivors and seek their 
forgiveness. 

Simon joined Fr Brian McCoy SJ from the 
Provincial to attend the Survivors Service 
held at the College on July 14th. Fr Brian 
offered acknowledgment and apology by the 
Provincial ‘ Today, I wish to acknowledge 
that sadly it has taken the Australian 
Province of the Society of Jesus some years 
to more fully and deeply understand the 
cost some have paid for their time at this 
school. Listening to the pain that others 
have carried has been a slow and humbling 
journey acknowledging those often hidden 
and denied acts of violence done by Jesuits 
and lay. 

“Today, I wish to publicly acknowledge 
the burden that those of you who have 
been abused at the College have carried. 
I wish, on behalf of the Australian 
Jesuit Province, to offer an apology for 
your hurt, suffering and loss. I cannot 
remove the pain you continue to 
carry, but I hope these words and the 
strong commitment of the school to its 
policies to protect children will make 
some difference. I also hope we can 
continue to find ways to acknowledge, 
accompany and support you and others 
who have suffered.”

SIMON DAVIES
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Religious Formation has been a very visible and active component of our education during the 
first half of 2016. Students and staff have been involved in a wide range of activities aimed to 
integrate the Ignatian charism into whatever takes place under the auspices of the College. 
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Ignatian Centre

Immersions Cambodia 
and India

Students have returned from Immersions to Cambodia and India. 
For the first time two separate Immersions ventured to Nepal, to 
learn from and serve the Nepalese people.

Yr11 students who undertake the monthly Night Patrol with St 
Vincent de Paul are constantly reminded that the people who make 
use of these services yearn for accompaniment, companionship and 
to feel listened to; they are not simply looking for food.

The end of term 1 saw a departure from the recent Yr12 Retreat 
Program to one that would allow individual students to choose  
the experience that they felt would best suit their own spiritual 
journey. Students were offered the following options: Ignatian  
Prayer Retreat, Kairos Retreat, Pilgrimage Retreat, Street Retreat,  
Life Reflection Retreat.

 All of these experiences were facilitated by a very gifted and 
generous group of staff members. They accompanied students 
along the path of spiritual growth, modelling a mature and 
reflective spirituality in the Ignatian Tradition. Through this 
process of accompaniment, students were encouraged to raise for 
themselves the most familiar of Ignatius’ questions in the Spiritual 
Exercises: 

What have I done for Christ? 
What am I doing for Christ? 
What ought I do for Christ?

JOHN GILLES

From the Province Ministries

Jesuit Province Keen to 
Engage with Survivors



Ignatian Children’s Holiday Camp

 2015 Ignatian Children’s 
Holiday Camp

For four days and nights, the companions became full-time carers 
for their child, gaining valuable insight into joys and challenges of 
caring for a child with a disability. The Ignatian Children’s Holiday 
Camp (ICHC) schedule provided a range of activities that kept 
the campers and their companions busy. The activities that were 
particularly enjoyed were the ferry trip to Sydney Aquarium, the 
ICHC Fete that included a visit by the Fire Brigade and a ride for 
all campers on a Harley Davidson, the Beauty Parlour, Reptile and 
Balloon shows and the ICHC disco.

The camp concluded with the ICHC Christmas Party, where 
campers and their families shared a meal and conversation with their 
companion. There was much excitement in the Ramsay Hall when 
Santa Claus made a special visit to distribute a gift to each camper. 

In the days following the camp, the ICHC Registrars received a 
number of emails from parents of campers who attended the camp, 
expressing their gratitude.

“Thank you so much for the wonderful opportunity that my 
daughter had last weekend with your beautiful volunteers. I’m 
so overwhelmed with emotions at the amazing job you all did! 
As you know our daughter is non-verbal so it’s very difficult to 
gage how much she enjoyed the camp but it’s always a good 
sign when she is overlooking her photos in the scrapbook over 
and over again for the memories.

Her companions are amazing and wonderful kids. We can’t 
thank you enough for giving us the opportunity to spend 4 
days one on one with our other daughter. Thanks again from 
the bottom of our hearts!”  
From a camper parent  

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to Sarah 
Harrisson, Scott van Munster, Leanne Neal, Annie McNamara, 
Jenny van Munster, Sue Walsh, Rory Piper, Heather Cloudsdale, 
Tina Brayan, Suzanne Silk and John Gilles who met regularly 
throughout the year to ensure the camp provided a fun, safe 
and supportive experience for all. A particular mention must be 
made to the dedication of Scott and Sarah, who will be leaving 
the committee after six years of service. Secondly, to all the staff 
volunteers from all the schools, Ex-companions, Nurses, Media 
Team, Bed makers, Night settlers, the Sony Foundation and other 
donors … this camp would not be possible without your support!

We are currently seeking nurses and parents helpers to join our 
team at the 2016 Ignatian Children’s Holiday camp. We are also 
seeking donations for the camp to assist us to provide a fun filled 4 
day experience for the campers. If you are able to assist with either, 
please contact Katherine Zerounian:  
kezerounian@riverview.nsw.edu.au

KATHERINE ZEROUNIAN

From the 10th–13th of December, 2015, the Kevin Fagan Boarding House became home 
for 36 students from around NSW and their companion, a graduate of the 2015 classes 
from Riverview, Loreto Kirribilli, Loreto Normanhurst and Monte Sant’ Angelo. 
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David Brendan Gorman Bequest.

Riverview College Foundation

A Gift That Will Inspire 
Future Generations

One of our beloved Old Boys—the late David Brendan Gorman 
(OR71)—was known for his resilience and courage in the face  
of adversity.

Living most of his life battling a very rare disease, syringomyelia, 
David epitomized the very ethos of Saint Ignatius’ College, 
Riverview. He was truly a man for others.

Trapped inside a body that was slowly wasting away, David’s spirit 
grew larger by the day. He wanted no sympathy, just an exchange 
of friendship that was offered to everybody.

David’s generosity in life belied his physical limitations. A 
champion of his year group, David ensured his classmates 
remained connected, never more so than his 40 year reunion in 

2011, when he produced a booklet and DVD for his friends, despite 
having no movement in his arms.

In his lifetime David also supported the Riverview College 
Foundation bursary programme, to ensure that young men could 
receive the benefits of the Jesuit education that he truly cherished.

David’s legacy lives on through his bequest of $208,000 to the 
Riverview College Foundation, impacting lives for generations 
to come. The Gorman Bursary will educate young men in 
necessitous circumstances to become men of ‘competence, 
conscious, compassion and commitment.’ Recipients of the 
Gorman Bursary can draw strength from David’s courage, and use 
his story as inspiration to fulfill their true potential.

JAMES RODGERS



Roger Leach graduated in 1965 and went on to study at Sydney 
University, before settling in England where he starred as Sergeant 
Tom Penny in the long-running BBC TV series, The Bill. Following 
his death at such a young age in 2001, many of Roger’s former 
classmates banded together to establish a scholarship in his 
honour. On Wednesday 8th of June, Justin Martin, the inaugural 
winner and Ben Leach, son of Roger Leach presented the Roger 
Leach Scholarship for Dramatic Arts to two young Old Boys, Elijah 
Williams and Joe Althouse, who have already begun to make their 
way on the stage with distinction.

Elijah has played lead roles in a number of significant performances 
since graduating from Riverview in 2013, and said the arts will 
always be a crucial part of his identity. Despite having to put acting 
on hold due to family and study commitments, Elijah recently 
returned to the stage and found himself happy for the first time in 
a long time. He has since secured his first professional role playing 
the character of Gabriel Chibamu in Black Jesus and he’s already 
looking forward to the many more opportunities that lie ahead. 
   As a proud Riverview boy and a recipient of the Roger Leach 
Scholarship, Elijah said he was thrilled to carry the torch high in the 
memory of one of Riverview’s most distinguished Old Boys.

The second recipient of the scholarship, Joe Althouse, became 
the first Riverview graduate to be accepted into NIDA earlier this 
year. Having grown up in Darwin with a close-knit family, Joe 
was heavily influenced by his mother, nana and the Aboriginal 
community in which he spent his childhood. Despite such close 
ties, Joe’s mother asked him at the age of 12 if he would like to go 
to boarding school—she could see that he wanted bigger things 
than Darwin could offer.

After initially attending a school in Adelaide on an Aboriginal 
scholarship, Joe ultimately decided it wasn’t a good match and 
returned to Darwin. Luckily for Riverview, he later joined us in 
Sydney and after meeting with Mr Shane Hogan, he hasn’t looked 
back since. Joe said his time at Riverview has given him the 
opportunity to go further in life, and he specifically thanked the 
scholarship donors and Mr Anthony Reilly for their support  
and generosity.

Congratulations to both Elijah and Joe on their success, Riverview 
looks forward to watching you go on to succeed more in the future.

JAMES RODGERS

Bursary Stories

Roger Leach Scholarship 
for Dramatic Arts
Roger Leach had a distinguished career at Riverview, replete with honours: a 
talented sportsman, a rower and athlete, a debater, member of the Senior Sodality, 
Officer in Cadets, College Prefect, recipient of the Gordon Oxenham prize in 
1965, a gifted student and a protean actor on stage in the dramatic arts. 

Above, left to right 2016 Roger Leech Scholarship; Elijah Williams, Joe Althouse, Melvyn Morrow, Justin Martin  

Photos Christine Zimbulis
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Leadership is extremely important at all 
levels of the College. In Term 1 the students 
of the Regis Campus elected their leaders 
for 2016. There are twelve formal student 
leadership positions available to boys at 
the Regis Campus, including four Yr5 Class 
Captains, four Yr6 Class Captains and 
Four Yr6 Leaders representing the areas 
of Environment, Creative and Performing 
Arts, Liturgy and Service, and Technology. 
To be considered for one of these positions, 
boys must go through a process of  
self-nomination. The self-nomination 
process provides an opportunity for boys 
to reflect on their aspirations, personal 
qualities and goals for the Campus. For 
boys of 10 or 11 years of age this may be 
the first time that they really explore this 
important aspect of their own development. 
The desire to be a leader does not always 
come with the desire to lead, and through a 
process of guided reflection, which includes 
interviews with staff, the boys were 
encouraged to consider how they could 
serve their peers and their community. 

The eight leaders elected from the Yr6 
cohort were invited to join their peers 
from other Jesuit Junior Schools around 
the country at the annual Ignatian Youth 
Leadership Conference. This year’s 
conference was hosted by Riverview at 
the Collaroy Centre on Sydney’s northern 
beaches and began with an Aboriginal 

cultural tour of Sydney Harbour to provide 
a cultural and geographical context for our 
interstate guests. The conference picked 
up on the 2016 College theme of ‘Strength 
in Unity’ and the boys and girls from the 
various schools in attendance considered 
how they might be able to work together 
to achieve significant influence in their 
roles. Fr Jack McLain SJ and Ms Malarndirri 
McCarthy addressed the students at the 
conference, drawing on their experience 
as leaders, urging the boys and girls to 
consider how they might do the most good 
and how they might serve their schools 
with conscience and discernment. Ms 
Kate Moore, Assistant Head of Regis and 
Mrs Bruna Smith worked tirelessly to put 
together a wonderful conference for the Yr6 
students and they are to be commended 
on their commitment to ensuring that all 
the students and staff involved had such a 
positive experience.

The Regis Student Leaders  
for 2016
Solomon Dunn Class Captain 5.1

Jonathon Allfrey Class Captain 5.2

Benjamin Cheshire Class Captain 5.3

Liam Grover Class Captain 5.4

Angus Greiner Class Captain 6.1

James Craig Class Captain 6.2 and  
Regis Captain

Jack Gale Class Captain 6.3

Liam Dinnell Class Captain 6.4

Samuel Kearney Regis Environment 
Leader

Marcus Criola Regis Technology Leader

Evan Watson Regis Creative and 
Performing Arts Leader

Patrick Byrne Regis Liturgy and  
Service Leader

Regis News

Regis Strength in Unity

William Tanner
Congratulations to William Tanner who 
was selected in the NSW Primary Schools 
AFL Team to contest the Australian 
Championships later this year.

William has also been selected in the NSW 
Primary Schools Basketball team and he 
was a member of the 12A Rugby Team 
who were undefeated and Champions at 
The Armidale School Rugby Tournament 
this year.

Above, left to right Leadership Assembly; James Craig Class Captain 

6.2 and Regis Captain with his parents; Regis Student Leaders.
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Regis S.T.E.M
The acronym S.T.E.M. has become a bit 
of a buzzword in schools over the last few 
years. It stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics and refers 
to the integration of these disciplines 
within school curriculum. Interest in 
STEM initiatives has been driven by a 
global trend in skill shortages in key 
industries and the fear that students in 
schools are not being properly equipped 
to succeed in a world and workforce 
characterized by rapid change. But STEM 
is about more than just subject content. 
Associated with these disciplines are a 
set of key pedagogies that focus on the 
exercise of creativity, critical thinking, 
problem solving and collaboration. STEM 

pedagogies ground students’ experiences 
in real world problems, providing a 
tangible context for learning and placing 
them in situations that are authentic and 
challenging.

In 2016 students at the Regis Campus 
have all had an opportunity to complete a 
STEM elective. The STEM block runs for 
two consecutive periods each Friday and 
students work with peers across Years 5 
and 6. As an introductory unit, students 
engaged with fundamental engineering 
concepts and completed a series of 
scaffolded engineering challenges. They 
were exposed to the engineering and 
problem solving cycle through a series 

of activities that required them to work 
in groups to plan, design and construct 
projects for a specific purpose. Following 
the three introductory lessons, the boys 
began their elective unit. The electives 
included ‘Mission to Mars’, ‘Animation 
Studio’, ‘Regis Master-planning’, ‘21st 
Century Sport’, ‘Code Academy’, ‘Drones 
and Robotics’ and the ‘Transportation 
Challenge’. These electives immersed 
students in engaging and practical 
problems, providing an authentic context 
in which to challenge their own thinking. 
Student choice and interest was central 
to the program design and the boys’ 
experience of STEM in 2016 has been 
extremely positive. 

Above STEM at Regis
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Yr5 Camp
The Yr5 students at the Regis Campus 
visited the Collaroy Centre for the annual 
Yr5 camp from Wednesday 10 February 
until Friday 12 February. The camp is one 
of the highlights of the Yr5 calendar and 
it provides an opportunity for the young 
men to establish friendships that they can 
carry with them throughout their time at 
the College.

 Students participated in a range of 
activities including abseiling, rock-
climbing, canoeing and orienteering. 
Thursday morning’s body boarding and 
surfing lesson was a highlight, with staff 
and students making the most of the 
beautiful weather and great conditions. 
As well as having a bit of fun, the primary 
focus of the camp is the development 
of social skills and organisational 

independence. The programme promotes 
active and healthy lifestyles, while also 
introducing students to outdoor and 
environmental education.

 We are pleased to report that the young 
men responded magnificently, not only 
to the sometimes daunting prospect of 
abseiling down a vertical wall, but to 
supporting each other and to building 
the community that will travel with them 
through their education together over 
the next eight years. Yes, this will be the 
graduation class of 2023 and they have 
embarked upon the voyage of 10-year-old 
boy to 18-year-old man. Their response to 
the activities on the camp indicates they 
will be a tight-knit group who will work to 
extend their own gifts and abilities and, in 

the process, develop those of the others 
around them.

 Special thanks to the teachers who 
accompanied the young men and, in their 
own way, contributed to the formation 
of the year level and all that lies ahead. A 
special mention to Mr Michael Noud who 
planned and led the camp experience. 
The College leadership acknowledges the 
important formative value of these types 
of experiences for our students, which 
are made possible by the generosity and 
energy of the staff. Congratulations should 
also be extended to Yr5, who participated 
so wholeheartedly and with great 
enthusiasm in the camp activities.

MATTHEW SMITH

Above Yr5 Camp
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Yr6 Camp
The infectious enthusiasm, knowledge and 
maturity shown by the Yr6 Regis students 
during their trip to Canberra was highly 
impressive. Quite different in character to 
many of the other camps at the College, 
this holds an unambiguous educational 
focus. It is specifically intended to 
familiarise the boys with the institutions 
that reside in the national capital and 
which are part of our national character—

the Houses of Parliament, the High Court, 
the Australian Electoral Commission, 
the National Institute of Sport and 
Questacon, which is the National Science 
and Technology Centre. Embassies from 
across the world as well as the Aboriginal 

Tent Embassy were also on the list of 
sights promoting the role that they play in 
the field of international relations and the 
political landscape of the nation. From 
the dark and chilly 5.30 am Wednesday 
morning start to the Regis Canberra 
Camp, through the long bus rides and 
throughout each and every educational, 
gastronomical or occasional purely 
recreational stop along the way, right 
through until our safe return to Regis at 
5.30pm on Friday evening, the boys were a 
credit to themselves and their school. Their 
keen interest and in-depth of knowledge 
in all aspects of our political system was 
highly evident and complemented upon 

by the various guides at each institution 
we visited. Not once during the 3 long, jam 
packed days did I hear anyone complain 
or express a lack of interest in any of the 
activities. For most boys this was the 
furthest and longest they had ever been 
away from their families and they carried 
themselves admirably and never missed 
an opportunity to acknowledge and thank 
the many people who contributed to their 
Canberra experience. No doubt this trip 
to Canberra will prove formative for the 
boys and likely inspire some to pursue 
distinguished careers in politics. 

ELI FAEN

Above Yr6 Camp
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In all, 82 students representing 37% of the 
cohort secured scores in the top 10% of the 
state and by implication, the nation. Eleven 
students secured Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR) scores in the top 
1% of the candidature, with Xavier Eales 
being awarded Dux of the College (99.85) 
and William Cronin and Samuel Smith 
tying for Proxime (99.80). It was pleasing 
to note some ongoing improvement in the 
results profile with an increased number 
of Band 6/E4 results (4.2% increase), all 
courses above state average (12% increase), 
percentage of students with ATARs in the 
90th percentile (5% increase), and students 

at the most elite level of achievement 
above the 99th percentile (45% increase). 
Congratulations are extended to our high 
achievers, but also to each and every boy 
who gave of his best across a demanding 
HSC year and who has the satisfaction of 
knowing that they honoured the terms of 
their enrolment to the full. 

On Friday 5th February, the Laureate 
Assembly—one of the premier events of 
the year—was celebrated with the College 
community to honour the 2015 students 
graduating class who secured Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) scores 

into the 90s. The sheer breadth and depth 
of achievement was something to behold, 
with 78 young men recognised for their 
outstanding results. Staff in academic 
gowns complemented an inspirational 
address from the Dux, Xavier Eales, along 
with the profile of undergraduate courses 
that the young men have been offered in 
universities around the nation, as well as 
prestigious international institutions.

Above, left to right 2015 Proxime Samuel Smith and 2015 Dux Xavier Eales accept their honours 

at the Laureate Assembly from Dr Paul Hine, John Wilcox and Fr Ross Jones.

Senior News

2015 Graduating  
Results

Congratulations are extended to the students in the graduating class 
of 2015 on their exceptional results—some of the finest in recent years.



Congratulations 
Class of 2015
Congratulations to the following students from the Class of 2015 
who achieved outstanding results in the HSC.

WILLIAM 
CRONIN 
ATAR 99.80 | Proxime

B Medical Science, 
University of Sydney 

BENJAMIN 
GAVAZZI
ATAR 99.65

BOWEN  
ZHANG
ATAR 99.35

DARCY 
BARON-HAY
ATAR 99.10

XAVIER  
EALES
ATAR 99.85 | Dux

B Cowmmerce/Law, 
University of Sydney 

SAMUEL 
EATON
ATAR 99.70

XAVIER 
FITZPATRICK
ATAR 99.40

ANTOINE 
KANDALAFT
ATAR 99.15

SAMUEL 
SMITH
ATAR 99.70 | Proxime

B Law,  
University of Sydney

DAN  
REEDE
ATAR 99.40

LIAM 
DONOHOE
ATAR 99.20
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Clongowes Exchange
 In 2015 an exchange program for Yr10 
Boarding at Riverview took place with 
Clongowes Wood College in Ireland. 
Clongowes is an exceptional school with 
a rich history and the exchange enhanced 
the already existing strong relationship 
between these two Jesuit schools. The 
students from both schools had the 
chance to engage in a shared experience 
of formation while experiencing a new 
educational structure. The Yr10 Division 
had the pleasure of hosting four students 
from Clongowes in Term 4. The exchange 
allowed the Riverview and Clongowes 
students to experience all facets of 
life in Ireland and Australia including 
academic experiences and unique 
cultural experiences whilst participating 
in the Co-curricular program. Riverview 
students Charles Dimoff, Xavier Pegum, 
George Sherwood and Max Gaynor were 
the Riverview students who attended 
Clongowes and James Durkan Watson, 
Tommy Inglis, John Durkan and Alex 
Nulty attended Riverview. 

MY EXPERIENCE IN IRELAND

Upon travelling to Ireland I didn’t have 
much of an idea of what I’d expect, I knew 
one thing, which was that my ancestry 

was Irish. Apart from those two things I 
knew nothing about Clongowes and had 
no idea what was yet to come. As soon as 
we arrived at the airport the families who 
welcomed us to their country and their 
home very warmly greeted us. When we 
arrived at Clongowes all the boys at the 
school made us feel extremely welcome 
when asking us where we were from, 
what Australia was like and if we were 
interested in a game of “tip rugby.” Our 
host families looked after us extremely 
well and throughout the 10/12 weeks felt 
like our real families as they took us all 
around Ireland to rugby games, Gaelic 
football games and to the places my 
family came from. A personal highlight 
of the exchange was definitely travelling 
up to Northern Ireland and witnessing 
the natural wonder of the world the 
Giants Causeway. It wasn’t the sites or the 
events, which made the exchange special; 
it was the warm welcoming people that 
made the experience a once in a lifetime 
opportunity. I would like to thank Mr 
Webb and Mr Masters for choosing us for 
this exchange, as it was an experience I’ll 
always remember.

XAVIER PEGUM

Duke of Ed
The Gold Duke of Ed experience was 
extremely rewarding, satisfying and 
enriching. My favourite part of the trip 
was climbing Mount Ossa, which is the 
highest point in Tasmania. Apart from 
being able to say, “I’m one of the tallest 
people in Tasmania right now”, climbing 
the mountain was a challenge, but once I 
got to the top it was extremely gratifying 
to look back on how far I had come both 
mentally and physically.

With a 360-degree view of the surrounding 
area, it was a hundred times better than 
looking through a computer screen. The 
biggest challenge, in my opinion, was 

the mental battle I experienced getting 
through each day with a positive attitude. 
When you get to the top of a really steep 
hill and then discover that it was just a 
false peak, you really start to question why 
you even came. That battle was constant 
throughout the first half of the trip, but 
as soon as I started to embrace the trek 
for what it was, I found myself looking 
forward to the next time I would have to 
chuck my 40kg pack on my back (may be 
exaggerating) and begin the day of hiking. 

OLIVER TOOHEY

Top, left to right Charles Dimoff, Xavier 

Pegum, George Sherwood, Max Gaynor;  

Bottom, left to right Michael Webb, 

Alex Nulty, John Durkan, Dr Paul Hine, 

James Durkan Watson, Tommy Inglis 

Photos Fr Jack McLain 
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Friends Who Listen
The ‘Friends Listen’ assembly, initiated 
successfully in 2015 by then College 
captain Xavier Eales, allows students 
to gain insights into the significance of 
simple friendship with their fellow peers 
here at the College. Xavier Eales’ powerful, 
personal story provided an insight into 
the potential impacts of mental illness 
and in many ways awoke our immediate 
school community to the issue of mental 
health. Xavier expressed to us the power of 
friendship and support in times of adversity 
or hardship. During the 2nd Friends Listen 
assembly held on the 8th of June, current 
College Captain Bennett Walsh confirmed 
this message, telling his peers: 

“too often when someone drops a hint 
they are feeling down, we as men 
awkwardly tiptoe around the issue so 
as not talk about our feelings. This is 
not a time to look around and guess 
who might be affected by mental 
illness, or a time to make anyone feel 
anxious. It is so we, as a community, 
can gather a greater understanding of 
the nature and prevalence of mental 
health issues, and from there, think 
about what we can do to have a 
positive and supporting impact”. 

The approach to the assembly this year 
was to involve drama students in reading 
out and personalising real (anonymous) 
responses from a survey completed by 
two thirds of the College during Term 2. 
This survey asked students to discuss the 
strength of friendship in their own lives. 
Drama student Hughie Flannery said, 

“For us to be involved was a truly 
touching experience because we 
represented a courageous group of 
boys who were able to set an example 
for others to speak out through sharing 
their own experiences. On a more 
personal note, one of the responses I 
read was very similar to an occurrence 
that I had experienced myself in earlier 
years. Reading this response with 
the knowledge that a student sitting 
somewhere in the audience was hearing 
their own story shared as an example 
of bravery and inspiration to the whole 
school gave me a real sense of reward 
and happiness.” 

Bennett adds, 

“We need to be more willing to have the 
conversation and normalise mental 
health issues in our community. We as 
young men often look to high profile 

sportsmen as role models, and recently 
the media has reported that some of 
our footballers have been struggling 
with their own issues, their teammates 
and club management encourage them 
in seeking help. They are showing us 
that it is okay to struggle and okay to 
seek help.” 

At the conclusion of the assembly the 
boys were asked to put on their favourite 
sporting jersey. The view from on-stage of 
a sea of blue blazers transforming into a 
variety of colours, representing a collection 
of clubs from various international 
sporting teams, demonstrates the level 
of involvement that boys have with 
this assembly. The jerseys are a pledge 
to celebrate and accept each others 
differences, to be men who stand up for 
their mates, who are brave enough to take 
an interest and ultimately as a pledge to 
support one another in times of need. This 
is a testament to Riverview’s values of 
justice, discernment and courage. 

Always remember, you never know what 
someone else is going through. Be a friend 
who listens. 

HUGHIE FLANNERY & 

BENNETT WALSH 
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Kircher Collection 
Graduation year includes the distinction 
of being chosen for the Kircher Collection, 
which is a compendium of the finest 
works in Literature, History, Music 
Composition and Art. These four 
disciplines have their own place in Jesuit 
scholarship, and particularly in light of 
the eponymous Athanasius Kircher, who 
was a quintessential Renaissance scholar; 
a Jesuit whose expertise across a range of 
disciplines has been compared to the more 
widely-known Leonardo Da Vinci.

Each of the 20 young men who 
contributed to the publication is now a 
published author—something rare in the 
landscape of scholarship, particularly at 
the ripe old age of 18. The level of creativity, 
the quality of analysis, the passion for 
learning and the sheer sophistication 
of the works contained in the Kircher 

Collection are truly remarkable, so much 
so that special guest, Professor James 
Curran (OR1991), remarked that they are 
equivalent to high undergraduate level at 
university. 

Named after Athanasius Kircher SJ, the 
collection’s featured works are individually 
devised and managed projects, which 

explore students’ own particular interests 
and delve into the creative and critical 
depths of learning. Congratulations 
to the young men whose outstanding 
achievements in the higher levels of 
scholarship have been recognised.

Claver House Vice Captain Finn Alexander 
Finn Alexander has been sailing for over 12 
years now with some outstanding results 
Nationally and Internationally in a variety 
of dinghy sailing boats including the NS14, 
Flying 11, Optimist, Pacer, Laser 4.7 and 
the Laser Radial.

Finn has been sailing the Laser Radial for 
3 years now with goals to move into the 
Olympic class in the near future.

After being awarded the Youth Sailing 
Grand Prix trophy from Australian Sailing 
in January 2016 after his incredible 
results in the Australian Laser National 
Championships and the Australian Youth 
Championships he has spent the last 
6 months working towards his goal of 
making the Australian Sailing Youth Team.

During the recent July school holidays, 
in between studying for the HSC, Finn 
travelled north to Queensland where his 
goal and dream has been realised. Finn 
won QLD Youth Week which was the last 
qualifying regatta for selections and one of 
the more challenging light wind regattas 

experienced to date. Because of this win 
Finn qualified himself into the Australian 
Sailing Youth Team. Finn is the only 
sailor selected to represent his country in 
the Laser Radial and will be heading to 
Auckland, New Zealand to compete in the 
2016 Youth Sailing World Championships 
in December 2016 where they expect 
around 400 sailors from up to 60 Nations 
to compete.

Since returning from QLD Finn has had 
a busy schedule preparing himself for the 

Laser Radial World Championships in 
Dun Laogharie, Ireland at the end of July 
where he hopes to do well against 350 of 
the best Youth Laser Radial Sailors from 

48 countries. 

He has learnt that if you work your hardest, 
try your best, focus your goals you can 
achieve your dreams.

Below Finn Alexander 

Below 2015 Kircher Students
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Study Skills: Forming the 
Foundation of Great Learning
Throughout 2016, all students from Yr 7–12 
will undertake a ‘study skills’ program to 
enhance their learning. 

In Years 7 and 8 students and parents 
have experienced the ‘Enhanced Learning 
Educational Services’ program with Dr 
Prue Salter. The program focuses on the 
key elements of the home environment, 
preparing for exams and assessments, 
organisation and time management. 
Students learn to set goals and deal with 
distractions and procrastination. 

The evening with parents had boys sitting 
and working through the program with 
their mums and dads and opened some 
great discussion within families designed 
to further develop their study skills. 

In Years 11 and 12 students have worked 
with ‘Elevate Education’. A team of recent 
graduates delivers the course over the 
final stages of school and covers the 
important skills of note-making, study 
routines, planning, memorising and 
time management. The team are warmly 
welcomed by the boys as they develop the 
most effective skills based on research into 
the highest performing students in the 
NSW HSC. 

Yr9 and 10 will experience study skills 
seminars in the second semester of the 
year as they prepare for their final exams 
and assessments. 

2016 Sesquicentennial
The forces of the present, joined forces 
of the past, in a week that bridged the 
foundational history of the school with 
a contemporary expression of Ignatian 
spirituality. On Tuesday 8 March at 
9.00am, a small contingent of students 
from Xavier College in Melbourne and St 
Aloysius College and St Ignatius College 
in Sydney, gathered at the Gore Hill 
Cemetery in pilgrimage to commemorate 
the sesquicentennial of Fr Joseph Dalton’s 
arrival in Australia.

Fr Dalton established three of the 
nation’s great schools in three years; an 
extraordinary feat by any standards. He 
was a man of ambitious vision who was 
revered and loved by his students. Patrick 
Keating, a former student, wrote that 

“Fr Dalton is a man of most wonderful 
influence … I don’t think there is a priest 
in Australia who is more known and 
respected”.

Fr Dalton was not regarded by his 
contemporaries as an innovative educator 
or an intellectual, but a practical and 
courageous man of great physical strength 

and capacity. A devotee of the classics, 
Fr Dalton left us a copy of his favourite 
phrase that was taken from Cicero—felix 
faustumque—which has become the motto 
of Dalton House. Translated it means ‘may 
it be fortunate and prosperous’. 

Indeed, Fr Dalton’s legacy is one of 
immense fortune and prosperity 
and it is fitting that in the year of 
his sesquicentenary, a pilgrimage of 
students representing each school take 
place in his honour.

Above, left to right Students Angus (Yr11) and Tim (Yr8) Dalton sitting in front of 

the Dalton Family vault. While the young men are no relation to Fr Joseph Dalton 

SJ, their great-great-grandfather Thomas Dalton (1886), was instrumental in 

building the Dalton Chapel and having Fr Dalton’s remains reinterred there in 1915; 

Ten young men from Xavier College, 16 from St Aloysius’ College, and 16 from St 

Ignatius’ College took part in the Dalton Pilgrimage, starting at Gore Hill cemetery 

where Fr Dalton’s crypt is located and finishing at the Dalton Memorial Chapel. 
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A T Thomas Advocacy Group
On February 9th at Town Hall, eight young 
men from our A T Thomas Advocacy 
Group (established to promote and defend 
human rights), joined the #LetThemStay 
vigil. The event sought compassion from 
the Government in our nation’s handling 
of asylum seekers—particularly the 37 
babies about to be sent back to Nauru’s 
offshore processing centre. 

Professor Gillian Triggs, President of the 
Australian Human Rights Commission 
(who addressed a College Assembly last 
year), indicated that medical teams rated 
these children as the most traumatised they 
had ever treated. At least 15 women who 
had suffered sexual assault or harassment 
were also to be returned to the scene of their 
suffering in the near future. 

Some might ask why these young men 
were standing in solidarity with the 
defenseless, why they were reminding the 
nation of moral principles—indeed why 
they were so outraged and disappointed? 
The answer is that it was an expression of 
their faith. For anyone who is part of the 
Jesuit family, a partner in a Jesuit ministry, 
or shaped by Jesuit formation, there is one 
non-negotiable: Living the Faith and doing 
Justice are inseparable aspirations.

This expression of faith was also shown 
in the first activation for our new Ignatian 
Justice Project (IJP) group. Made up of 
students in Yr5–Yr10, the group focuses on 
advocacy and raising awareness for social 
justice issues.

As part of the launch, they decided to focus 
on ending the practice of children who 
arrive by boat to Australia in detention. 
The visual display was located outside the 
senior canteen for the majority of the week 
of February 22nd and certainly started a 
conversation among students and staff—it 
boasted a powerful symbol of the injustice 
that these children face being detained 
on Nauru and other mainland detention 
centers, and coincides with A T Thomas 
group’s current petition to Government.

A total of 108 toys were placed in and around 
the cage to symbolise the 108 children 
still held in detention. Students have been 
encouraged to write their opinions about 
the issue and stick them to the cage. Overall 
it was a great activation by our Justice group, 
which has been well received.
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T20 Charity Cricket Match
First Field came alive to the colour and 
antics of T20 Cricket on the afternoon  
of Monday 7th March, all in support of  
Koori Kids. 

Three former cricketing test stars, Chris 
Rogers, Jason Krejza and Peter Toohey, 
partnered with three former Wallabies, 
George Gregan, Phil Waugh and Matt 
Burke, together with AFL legend and 
Australian of the Year, Adam Goodes, and 
took on the GPS Premiership winners for 
2016 —St Ignatius’ Riverview. The spirited 
contest featured some wonderful highlights 
from the nation’s finest sportsmen, who 
contributed generously to this annual event 
that continues to raise needed funds to 
support Indigenous education in Australia.

The College can be very proud of the 
result of $44,000 being raised through 
raffles and fundraising, and special thanks 
are extended to Mr James Rodgers who 
provides the inspiration for, and delivery of, 
this significant community event.

Taking part in the Koori game was a 
great experience and a real honour to 
say the least. The time spent with these 
sporting heroes was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity, and to play a game of Cricket 
against them made it all the more special. 
The game itself was very exciting, coming 
down to the last ball, making it a fantastic 
way to finish Cricket at Riverview. Thanks 
to the Riverview community for coming 
and supporting a great cause.



University Advanced Pathways

This year Riverview forged stronger 
links with Macquarie University through 
the ‘Advanced Pathways Program’. Six 
Yr12 students began their first year of 
undergraduate studies with Macquarie 

University in a variety of subjects, 
continuing their acceleration. 

Accelerating through HSC courses begins 
at Riverview in Yr10 for some subjects 
such as Engineering and Information 
Processes and Technology (IPT). In 
Yr11, some students complete their 
Yr12 examinations in Mathematics and 
Studies of Religion. Acceleration allows 
students to complete their courses earlier 
in order to have further focus in their 
final year. The additional study time 
which is available to accelerated students 
therefore allows them to pursue further 
opportunities in scholarship, such as 
university courses. 

Elvis Gleeson, of Yr12, is undertaking a 
first year University course in Philosophy 
called ‘Creative Thinking’. “The course 

not only helps me to develop different and 
advanced ways of thinking about my other 
HSC courses but will give me a first year 
course already completed by the time I 
enrol at university full time.” Added to this, 
Elvis can transfer his first year unit to any 
university he chooses next year. 

Other students are studying first year 
law courses or advanced languages. All 
will have a significant advantage when 
they attend university next year and of 
course the exposure to an adult learning 
environment, while still in Yr12, will be of 
great benefit to them in the remainder of 
their final year at school. 

Advanced Pathways courses are delivered 
on-line with students required to attend 
just one day at the university during the 
holidays. 

Yr7 Camp
 The Yr7 Camp, which takes place relatively 
early in the year 2–4 March aims to build 
the newly-formed community who have 
joined the secondary school. Held at 
Narrabeen amid the pristine waters of 
Sydney’s northern beaches, the young men 
immersed themselves in a wide raft of 
activities that built relationships in pursuit 
of common goals.

There was no shortage of challenges, from 
rope-walking, archery, the flying fox and 
rock climbing, to water sports including 
surfing, swimming and canoeing. It is a 
sobering thought to think that these young 
men are the graduates of 2021. They will 
mature from young adolescents to men 
and, in the process, traverse the great 
journey of the thousands of young men 

who have gone before them, adding to 
the rich stock of history that is part of the 
Riverview story.

The young men are to be commended for 
the way they approached their camp and 
the many activities. Our special thanks 
go to the staff who facilitated such a 
memorable time.

Above Elvis Gleeson 2016

24 | IGNATIAN | JULY 2016



Yalari Leadership Award 

Riverview Eucharist Captain Trey 
Petterson was presented the Yalari Senior 
Leadership Award in Term 2 of this year. 
Throughout Trey’s time at the College he 
has demonstrated strong leadership within 
the school, sports and personal pursuits.

Growing up in Darwin as the eldest 
grandson of an extended Indigenous 
family, Trey’s natural leadership style was 
developed at a very young age. Trey has 
an inclusive way of inspiring his peers 
and younger students to step out of their 
comfort zone and encouraging them to 
be honest, caring and excited about their 
future. In January of 2015, Trey was a Junior 
leader at the Yalari Orientation Camp and 
stood out as the natural leader of the group, 
taking charge of group activities, guiding 
the younger students through their fears of 
boarding school and encouraging a group 
to write ‘The Yalari Rap’ with him; a song 
about the positive future for Indigenous 
students in Australia. Earlier this year, Trey 
put his hand up to one day be the CEO 
of Yalari after he completes his studies in 
medicine.

Trey commented, 

“Receiving this award was such an 
honour, I was having dinner with Adam 

Goodes on one side, and Michael 
O’Loughlin on the other. They were 
both such humble and positive role 
models. I was unaware that I was 
receiving the award, so to hear my 
name be mentioned in a speech Goodes 
was presenting was a shock. Walking up 
on that stage seemed too surreal. For 
the last 6 years I was always looking up 
to the previous recipient and was only 
dreaming of one day walking up there 
too, it was a dream come true. I really 
can’t express how grateful I am to have 
received the award and I really just want 
to be able to make sure that I make 
everyone that has supported me proud.”

Trey delivered an excellent impromptu 
speech on the night commending the 
family at Yalari,

“I am really grateful for all the support 
of all the sponsors, especially for the 
ones looking after kids because you 
get a special connection with everyone 
you meet on Yalari. It’s a family, it’s 
a community where we all help each 
other and I can’t boast enough how 
proud I am to be apart of Yalari, to walk 
around and let people know I support 
Yalari. An indigenous scholarship that 

supports all these kids around rural and 
remote communities are given a chance 
to prove to family members and non-
indigenous people who say we can’t do 
it, do it because I know a lot of people 
who have done it like Waverly Stanley 
here with his little Santa Claus laugh 
every time he says something keeping 
me going.”

The entire College congratulates Trey on 
his outstanding achievements. Thank you 
to Lend Lease, Mr Reilly, Ms Zwar, Trey’s 
mentor Greg, Waverly and Llew from Yalari. 

TREY PETTERSON

Above, left to right Adam Goodes, Trey Petterson and Michael O'Loughlin
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“Receiving this award 
was such an honour, 
I was having dinner 
with Adam Goodes on 
one side, and Michael 
O’Loughlin on the 
other. They were both 
such humble and 
positive role models.”
TREY PETTERSON



A sincere statement of apology. Accordingly, the 
following is the most central feature of this publication:

Saint Ignatius’ College, Riverview acknowledges 
that some students have suffered harm and abuse 
during their time at the school. For that, the 
Society of Jesus, the College Council, the School 
Executive and the Riverview College community 
express a profound statement of regret and 
offers a sincere apology to the students and their 
families. Saint Ignatius’ College commits to 
creating a place where all feel welcomed and are 
safe for present and future generations.

May those who have experienced pain and 
suffering in the past find healing and peace.

PRINCIPAL |  RECTOR | CHAIR OF COUNCIL

2016 Year of Mercy

A Sincere Statement 
of Apology

In the Latin tradition, the principal word for mercy is misericordia, 
which means, literally, to have ‘heart-felt pity’. Fr George Kosicki, 
CSB, once explained the deeper meaning: misericordia as ‘having 
pain in your heart for the pains of another, and taking pains to 
do something about their pain’. This is an invitation, if not an 
exhortation in the Year of Mercy, to reach out to those who not only 
have pain in their heart, but have experienced that pain through 
their enrolment at the College, be that in recent or in distant times.

Some theologians would contend that mercy is the very foundation 
of the Church’s life as it a quest for forgiveness in a world that is 
broken and subject to human frailty. And, it is through forgiveness 
that strength and hope can be reclaimed.

Let us be quite clear, the past cannot be changed. As much as 
that would be desirable, the linear nature of time precludes it. 
However, to acknowledge the wrongs of the past and to stand in 
solidarity with those who have been affected by it, is fundamental 
to Christian teaching and synonymous with a genuine and solemn 
request for forgiveness. The St Ignatius’ College Council has 
endorsed four main initiatives to address the past, each in accord 
with endorsement from survivors who have provided advice and 
direction along the way.

⁄⁄ A service that commemorates those who have survived child 
abuse during their enrolment at the College. The service aims 
to offer prayerful support and acknowledgment of those men 
whose childhood has been compromised by their experience at 
the College and symbolically involves constituent members of 
the community including the Provincial of the Society of Jesus, 
Jesuits of the Australian Province, the Old Ignatians’ Union, 
the Parents and Friends, the Past Parent Association, as well as 
senior members of the student body.

⁄⁄ An artwork is being commissioned that will be placed in the 
Rose Garden as a salient reminder of this sad and regrettable 
period in the College’s history. Not without importance, 

survivors of abuse have provided advice about the types of 
elements they consider important in the final product and this 
information has been forwarded anonymously to the artist. The 
unveiling of the artwork will be the object of another gathering 
later in the year to draw attention to the profound significance 
of this, the Year of Mercy, and the support of the school 
community for those who have suffered.

⁄⁄ Counselling services can be provided in consultation with the 
Province and College. 

⁄⁄ The apology can be seen on a plaque in the Rose Garden and 
the College website: www.riverview.nsw.edu.au/news-events

Pope Francis, after considerable deliberation, prayer and discernment has 
proclaimed 2016 the Year of Mercy. It is a time when we are asked to be 
compassionate and merciful to others, and, to seek forgiveness and mercy 
when sadness and suffering has been caused to those around us.
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Survivor 
Statement
I’m speaking on my own behalf and for 
myself, but am sure my thoughts and 
sentiments will be the same for many 
survivors of abuse during one’s schooling.

But, I don’t really want to talk about the 
doom and gloom—I want to talk about 
whatever good can come out of such a 
horrendous experience which no one should 
ever have to endure.

Surviving abuse takes you to the darkest 
places imaginable—hell could almost be 
a better place than where I, and I’m sure 
other abuse survivors have been.

I was afraid to speak out about my abuse, 
I was ashamed of what happened to me 
so I bottled it up for around 30 years—it 
consumed me and who I was by suffering 
in silence; the best thing to happen to me 
was speaking out; if anyone present knows 
of someone who has been abused support 
them, stand by them and ask them to seek 
help and for them to know they aren’t alone.

So what does one take from all of this, I see 
the main messages as:

⁄⁄ we the abused aren’t alone and we don’t 
have to be

⁄⁄ we don’t have to suffer in silence

⁄⁄ that there is a light at the end of the tunnel

⁄⁄ that those who abuse will be held to 
account

⁄⁄ to be strong, face it head on and to know 
you have support from those in ones life 
that really care

⁄⁄ to realise as hard and confronting as it is 
that crap happens in life but its still worth 
living for
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If any member of the school community 
has information pertaining to past abuse 
they are encouraged to contact the Police 
(02 9414 8535), the Professional Standards 
Office of the Society of Jesus (03 9810 7350) 
or the College Principal (0455 231 777).



Performing Arts

Music

The Music Tour to Italy this year visited 
Venice, Florence, Rome, Pisa and 
Pompeii. The highlights of the tour were 
performances at St. Peter’s Basilica in 
the Vatican, Sala del Capitolo in Pisa, 
Sant’ Ignazio Church in Rome and the 
Valmontone Mall in Rome. In all, the boys 
performed 6 concerts in Pisa, Florence, 
Venice and Rome. With a touring group of 
37 and the following 4 ensembles: Choir, 
String Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble and a 
Jazz Ensemble, the boys were excited and 
performed at their very best.

RIVERVIEW IN CONCERT 

This year’s Riverview In Concert was a 
great display of the wide range of musical 
opportunities that Riverview has to offer. 

A variety of acts, ranging from percussion 
and guitar ensembles to choirs and 
stage bands, entertained the audience 
throughout the night. All skill levels and 
ages, from Regis boys right through 
to the senior years, had the chance to 
perform and the Yr12 boys shared MC 
duties throughout the show. I was part 
of the College Orchestra, which finished 
off the evening with the piece Bacchanale 
from the French opera Samson and Delilah. 
Thankfully all the rehearsals paid off, with 
the performance going off without a hitch. 
Overall, the evening was an enjoyable 
showcase of the Riverview music program 
and was a nice way to finish off years of 
involvement in music at Riverview for 
myself and the other Yr12s. I would like 

to thank Mr Dev Gopalasamy, Head of 
Performing Arts, for his tireless work and 
all the music staff for their consistent 
efforts and contributions throughout  
the year. 

JACK HARTLAND (YR12)

… a nice way to 
finish off years of 
involvement in music 
at Riverview for myself 
and the other Yr12s.
JACK HARLAND
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Our Yr12 HSC Drama 2015 graduates 
returned to the college this week to present 
their incredibly generous gift to the Drama 
Department of the beautiful painting 
commissioned by Julian Mahoney (OX 
1990) of Saint Genesius. This stunning 
artwork was presented at the end of the 
Yr11 Cocurricular production and has been 
hung in the foyer of the O’Kelly Theatre for 
all to enjoy.

LOUISE ARNOTT

Drama

Above, left to right Mr Conrad 

Page, Joe Althouse (OR2015), John 

Kennedy (OR2015), Father Ross, Charles 

Vaux (OR2015), Ms Louise Arnott; 

Left, top to bottom 2016 Drama 

Yr9-12 Theatresports and poster; 

Drama 2016 Yr8 Play and poster.
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Sport

College Sport 2016

Cricket 
The senior cricket team toured New 
Zealand in December winning 5 out of 6 
games. On their return the 1st XI completed 
an undefeated season to win the GPS 
premiership for the first time since 2005. 
After the State Tournament, Elijah Eales 
was selected to the NSW Schools Team 
whilst Sam Fanning and Ryan McElduff 
were added to the NSW U17 squad. On 
the weekend of Sunday 21 February, five of 
our Riverview 1st XI Cricket team (Bennett 
Walsh, Elijah Eales, Oliver Zannino, Ryan 
Mcelduff and Sam Fanning) were selected 
for the GPS team—a significant highlight 
for the summer sporting season. Riverview 

hasn’t had such a successful selection 
result since 1992. Congratulations to the 
selected players and we wish College 
Captain Bennett Walsh and his team 

every success in achieving honours in the 
upcoming Championship 7-11 March.

There have been many notable team and individual performances 
by Riverview boys over the first semester.

Baseball
The sport of Baseball finished its second 
summer season at the College. The U19 
Blue team defeated the Greenway Giants 
7–4 to win Saint Ignatius’ first Baseball 
Grand Final.  The team was lead by pitcher 
Trael Lindquist who pitched 4 innings 
and was the winning pitcher.  Liam 
O’Malley pitched the last inning for the 
save and played a solid first base in the 
field.  Andrew Kernahan was a brilliant 
catcher, calling the pitches and directing 
the fielders.  Henry Mansour made three 
quality plays at second base while Bucky 
O’Malley made a great play at third 
base, throwing the base-runner out at 
first.  Xavier Levins threw a runner out 
at third from the outfield with outfielders 
Hamish Stevenson, Ben Peppitt and Jeremy 
Sarka keeping the ball in front of them 
and stopping runners from advancing. 

Shortstop Harry Barnett made the last 
catch of the game and the season. Batting 
was a team effort with hits, steals and runs 
from most of the players.  Riverview thanks 

Coach Alex Cobb (OR13) for his coaching, 
baseball knowledge and skills improvement 
for the students helping them take home 
their first Grand Final win.
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Football Tour
In the April school holidays, thirty-five 
students and six staff embarked on a 
Football Tour stopping in Spain, Ireland 
and England. The Riverview boys were 
billeted with Jesuit School partners in 
Barcelona, Madrid, Dublin and London. 
Attending Spanish League games and an 

EPL game in Stoke where the students 
were fortunate enough to be flag bearers 
before the kick off. Students also attended 
coaching clinics at Barcelona FC, Madrid 
FC and Liverpool FC. Many friends were 
made and a few games of Football won 
whilst enjoying the European hospitality. 

Gold Cup
The pageantry of yesteryear was on display 
in abundance during this year’s Gold 
Cup, which was re-enacted on the Lane 
Cove River on Saturday 27 February—as 
it has been over the course of its 132-year 
history. One of the premier Rowing races 
in New South Wales, the event drew crews 
from schools across the state, as well as 
the heavyweights in the code, including 
Sydney University and the Sydney Rowing 
Club. History records that in 1885: “The 
weather was bright and cheerful, the 
attendance very large and fashionable, and 
the different events were contested by the 
competitors in an animated, but friendly 
manner …”.

It was a similar story this year, with every 
element of the day something of a facsimile 

of its historical counterpart. To all who 
made the day such a stunning success— 
the coaches, the parents, the Old Boys, 
the member organisations, the visitors to 
the property, and of course the athletes 
who laboured over the summer to reach 
maximum performance—our sincere 
appreciation is extended. Special thanks 
also go to the theatrics of the Drumline, 
which entertained the large crowd on the 
steps of the Lane Cove River.

Hosting 260 crews comprised of 1,450 
athletes who competed across 83 races. 
The day was a great success. Our Yr8 and 
Yr9 Quads had an amazing result, taking 
home the win for 12 of the 14 events they 
competed in. Yr10.2 and Yr10.3 VIIIs also 
won their events, while Yr10.1 VIII and 

Yr10.4 also had great results, finishing 
second and third for their respective events.

All GPS IVs made their respective finals, 
with the 3rd IV winning their event, and 1st 

IV, 4th IVs and 2nd VIII all placed third.

The future looks bright for the continuation 
of this event, which not only engages 
those with a passion for Rowing, but those 
who belong to a community that recreate 
history on a perennial basis.

The College would like to thank the 
volunteers, parents, Old Boys, students 
and staff who worked tirelessly to make the 
Regatta a huge success—thank you for your 
commitment, time and effort. 
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Rugby
The very first Rugby clash between Saint 
Ignatius’ College, Riverview and St 
Joseph’s College is etched into the history 
books back in 1907 and the Our Alma Mater 
records—“The game was fast and fearless, 
and played from start to finish in admirable 
spirit…”. In a match that was a portent for 
the future, it ended in a draw—11 all.

This wonderful tradition was continued 
under magnificent autumn skies at Hunters 
Hill on Saturday 7th May, in front of a crowd 
of approximately 6,000. While the contest 

contained a fierce, but fair, competitiveness 
on the field, the pageantry and theatre of 
the war cries that have echoed for a century 
resonated with emotional impact off the 
field. Chants of “Riverview” were countered 
with the Sub Tuum; the latter synonymous 
with Marist schools throughout the world. 
It was one of those gala occasions, like 
the perennial Gold Cup and Head of the 
River, where the entire community became 
involved and the spirit of both the GPS  
and the respective schools was on 
abundant display.

It was a salient reminder of the rich 
tradition that exists in schools such as 
Riverview and Joeys, along with the 
rallying cry of the community to produce 
such a wonderful contest and a memorable 
spectacle. Congratulations to all, the young 
men on the field who got over the line after 
a titanic struggle, and the many who 
supported the occasion.

Rowing
The 2016 GPS Head of the River was one 
of Riverview’s most successful meets 
for many years. The 1st VIII finished 
second and the 2nd VIII finished third. 
Riverview also collected podium finishes 
for the three of the competitive fours. 

MIC Daniel Noonan (OR1997) has the 
boatshed running with new vigor and we 
look forward to what lies ahead in 2017.
The Australian Rowing Championships 
saw crews entered in the U17 VIII, the 
Schoolboy four and the Schoolboy Sculls. 

With the Yr12 students unavailable due to 
exams, Riverview rowers were drawn from 
a variety of GPS crews and the Yr10.1 VIII. 
The most successful performer was the U17 
VIII who finished third.
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Swimming
The Riverview swimming program lead 
by MIC, Mr Michael Webb, continues 
to deliver outstanding results. The GPS 
Carnival drew the largest crowd in 
memory with Riverview finishing the 
Junior Division 3rd, Intermediate Division 
3rd and Senior Premiership 2nd. Sixteen boys 
representing Riverview and the GPS team 
then competed at the CIS Championships. 

Highlights include Christian Taylor  
(Yr 9) 3rd 100m and 200m Backstroke, 4th 
50m Backstroke, Zach Wong (Yr7) 4th 100m 
Freestyle, 5th 50m Freestyle and Samuel 
Fitzgerald (Yr12) 4th 100m &  
200m Butterfly. 

The Pacific School Games is the biggest 
school sporting event in the Southern 

Hemisphere with over two thousand 
athletes representing all States and 
Territories in Australia and a number of 
countries from Asia. The December 2015 
meet saw Christian Taylor place 2nd in 
the 4x 100m medley relay, 4th in 100m 
Backstroke, and 7th in 50m Backstroke.

Sailing
NSW Secondary Schools Sailing 
Championships 2016 was held on Rose Bay 
in April. 2016 was the first year Riverview 
entered in two teams to compete. Thirteen 
talented Riverview sailors competed in a 
total of one hundred and ninety-eight races 
against twenty-three other teams. The 
Riverview two team consisted of Simon 
Murnaghan (Y10), Ben Kirkby (Y10), Dylan 
Janus (Y9), Alexander Schmidberger (Y8), 
Carlos Gundelach (Y7) Max Janus (Y7) and 
James Wilson (Y7). 

The Riverview one team consisted of 
Jackson Twomey (Y11), Flynn Twomey (Y9), 
Hugo Taranto (Y8), Cian Cambell (Y7), 
Xavier McLachlan (Y7), led by captain Finn 
Alexander (Y12). 

Team racing is distinctly different to 
fleet racing, where every boat races for 
themselves. In team racing, a team of 
3 boats race another team of three in 
identical boats in short, high intensity races 
usually lasting 5-7 minutes. 

Riverview one finished 2nd, and Riverview 
two finished 16th out of twenty-three 
teams from NSW and ACT. It was a very 
successful event from both teams with 
some great races sailed. Many thanks go to 
MIC Mr Collins, Mr Bentley and Coaches 
Xavier Winston Smith and Teddy Lewis for 
their help over the regatta.
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Water Polo 
Congratulations to Jack Rector (Yr12) who was selected in the 
NSW Water Polo team that competed at the Schoolboys Nationals 
and was subsequently selected in the Australian Schools Water 
Polo Team. 

Touch Football
Touch Football was a success over the summer with a number of 
boys selected to represent GPS at the CIS Championships. Nine 
Riverview students were selected in the NSW CIS team that will 

compete at the National Youth Championships this September on 
the Sunshine Coast, QLD. Congratulations to these boys and best 
of luck at the championships. 

Tennis 
Tennis continues to be a successful summer sport and this year 
was no exception. After regaining the Jesuit trophy in December in 
the treacherous heat of Adelaide, the 1st looked in good shape for 
the GPS Premiership. In the penultimate round of the competition, 
1st Team played one of the most tense games against Newington 
College that would decide the GPS Premiership. Each round is 
decided in a mixture of three doubles and six singles games—the 
winner taking at least five of the nine games. It was 5pm in the 
afternoon and Riverview’s number one player, Josh Muzik was on 
court playing a third set in front of a large crowd with the Rubber 
tied 4-4. Unfortunately, Newington grabbed the 3rd set in a tense 
struggle that could have gone either way. The Riverview boys 
finished a creditable 2nd. 
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Around the College Community

ANZAC Day

ANZAC Day was commemorated at 
Riverview in a variety of contexts: in 
the local community at a Lane Cove 
Remembrance ceremony, and in a School 
Assembly on Wednesday 27th April in 
solemn and meaningful tones— as it has 
been for over a century at the College. 

Thomas Lunn read the Ode and a small 
delegation of Riverview’s young men 
placed a Wreath of Remembrance as part 
of the community acknowledgment of the 
commemoration at Lane Cove.

The ANZACs were also remembered on 
Sunday 29th May, when College Captain 
Bennett Walsh and Mr James Rodgers 
represented Saint Ignatius’ College, 
Riverview at the Boer (South African) 
War Commemoration service held at the 
ANZAC Memorial in Hyde Park.

Bennett read ‘Banjo’ Paterson’s poem 
Song of the Federation and we laid a 
wreath on behalf of the College. We were 
made especially welcome by the Boer War 

descendants and the distinguished guests, 
who were all well aware of Riverview’s 
contribution and connections to the war as 
such a relatively young school at the time.

The Boer War was the first conflict in 
which Australian forces were involved as a 
nation. Eighteen of Riverview’s Old Boys 
joined the fight, one of which was Godfrey 
Clement Austin, aged 18. After he left the 
College on 24th October 1886, he travelled 
to South Africa and enlisted in a South 
African unit, the Kaffrarian Mounted Rifles. 
He was an expert rifle shot and he won first 
prize in regimental rifle matches. He was 
remembered when Bennett Walsh, who will 
finish at Riverview 120 years after Godfrey 
did in 1896, laid the wreath at Hyde Park on 
Sunday 29th May.

Finally, at a ceremony at NSW Parliament 
House on Wednesday 17th February, the 
Premier the Hon. Mike Baird MP, and the 
Minister for Veterans Affairs, the Hon. 
David Elliot MP, presented the 2016 NSW 

Premier’s ANZAC Ambassadors. Among 
them was Riverview’s Liam Rickard (Yr12).

“I feel very honoured to have 
been selected to be an ANZAC 
Ambassador,” Liam told the media, 
proudly wearing the medals earned 
by his great uncle on Gallipoli and at 
Pozieres. “I hope I can serve the cause 
well and be a great advocate to keep 
the ANZAC spirit alive.”

The Premier’s ANZAC Ambassadors 
Programme is an exciting initiative 
that gives six Yr11 and Yr12 students the 
opportunity to visit historic ANZAC sites. 
The 2016 programme saw six young people 
chosen to retrace the steps of the ANZACs 
in Hellas (Athens, Lemnos and Crete, 
Greece), Paris and the Somme (France) and 
Ypres (Belgium) in April.

The Riverview community congratulates 
Liam on his success.

Above, left to right Bennett Walsh representing Riverview at the Boer War commemoration in 

Hyde Park; ANZAC Ambassador Liam Rickard with Premier Hon. Mike Baird MP.
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Les Kirkpatrick Bronze Unveiling 
A second force of history had its own 
gathering in the cloisters on Thursday 3rd 
March to honour a more recent colossus 
of Riverview—Mr Les Kirkpatrick. Fondly 
known as The Kirk, Les taught at the 
College for the better part of 44 years and, 
during that time, forged character in young 
men that has had an enduring impact on 
their lives.

Outside of the classroom, Les made an 
inimitable and distinctive contribution 
to the wellbeing of young men as 1st XV 
Rugby Coach (winning three premierships 
and three runners up), 2nd XI Cricket and 
Rowing Coach, modelling the values of 
Jesuit and Ignatian education to all he 
came into contact with. So strong was 
The Kirk’s influence on his students that 
a number of Old Boys came together in 
the early part of last year to underwrite 
the cost of a bronze casting, which was 

unveiled to an assembly of Old Boys that 
traversed the years—from Les’ first class 
back in 1969 to students who were in Les’ 
final class in 2014, now in Yr12.

The bronze bust will be strategically placed 
in the school grounds over the coming 
months as a salient reminder of another 
Riverview great.

The GPS Gold Challenge for OR1983  
and OR1984
Camaraderie, righting injustices, friendly rivalries, reliving past 
glories or creating new ones? Whatever your reason, you have to be 
there to make it come alive.

The GPS Gold Challenge, held every 2 years, is a reunion for the 
Old Boys of the 9 GPS Schools who have reached/are reaching the 
milestone of 50 years of age. Now in its 16th year, this year’s event 
will be held on Saturday 1st October at Riverview. 

The Challenge will have Old Boys from all GPS schools competing 
across ten disciplines: Debating, Rowing, Tennis, Cricket, 
Basketball, Touch Footy, Athletics, Swimming, Shooting and 
Golf. The event culminates in a Closing Dinner with over 600 
in attendance to watch a hilarious debate and raise money for 
Redkite, which supports young people suffering from cancer. 

DETAILS: GPS GOLD CHALLENGE

For more information, go to  
www.gpsgoldchallenge.com.au

1983: Michael Harvey  
0414 558 225  
gpsgoldchallenge@gmail.com

1984: Damian (Ticka) Tynan 
0418 46 70 46 
lucyticka@gmail.com

Above Les with students Lachlan Ireson, Tom Sloane, Liam 

Murphy, Anthony Di Gregorio, Arthur Gallagher.
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Rio 2016 Four Old Ignatian Olympians
When the Games of the XXXI Olympiad 
begin in Rio de Janeiro in August this year, 
10,500 athletes from around the world will 
gather to continue this ancient celebration 
of sport and sportsmanship. 

This year, Australia will be represented by 
409 of our finest, covering 26 sports. Four 
of these Australians were educated at St 
Ignatius’ Riverview. 

⁄⁄ Aidan Roach OR2008 has already 
represented at the 2012 Olympics in  
Water Polo

⁄⁄ Ed Jenkins OR2004 is captain of the 
Rugby 7s

⁄⁄ Henry Hutchinson OR2014 is also a 
member of the Rugby 7s

⁄⁄ Will Ryan OR2006 will compete in the 
Men’s 470 class Sailing

This is an extraordinary number from the 
same school at the same Olympics. They 
now bring the number of Old Ignatians 
who have been Olympian competitors to 
13. The first was the first Australian to win a 
Gold Medal for Swimming at the Olympics. 
He is still the only Old Ignatian to win 
a Gold Medal at any Olympics. He won 

two Golds. Fred Lane entered Riverview 
in March 1894 at the age of 14. He had 
lived for some time in England where he 
had discovered the ‘trudgeon stroke’, a 
style similar to the butterfly stroke. Fred 
adapted this and began to swim on his 
left side with a scissor motion. In a brief 
career at Riverview (he left for Sydney 
Grammar in April 1895 when his parents 
moved to the city), Fred made his mark, 
winning the prize for swimming in 1894. 
By the end of the 1890s, Fred Lane was 
the Australasian champion swimmer. He 
paid his way to the 1900 Paris Olympics 
where the swimming events were held on 
the River Seine. There, he won his two 
Gold Medals; one in the 200 metre race in 
a time that was not beaten until 1968; the 
other in the 200 metre obstacle race which 
required competitors to find their way 
over and under lines of moored rowing 
boats! In 1902 in Manchester, Fred became 
the first to swim 100 yards inless than a 
minute. Tragically, in 1968, just before Fred 
died, his home was destroyed by fire which 
also consumed his 400 swimming prizes, 
including his two Olympic trophies. There 
is now a plaque and photo in Fred’s honour 

at the Gartlan Pool at Riverview. So, the 
Riverview Olympians are:

⁄⁄ Fred Lane 1900

⁄⁄ Harold Healy 1906

⁄⁄ Bob Lachal 1964

⁄⁄ Bryan Curtin 1972

⁄⁄ Richard Curtin 1972

⁄⁄ Denis O’Neil 1972 and 1976

⁄⁄ Michael Delany 1984

⁄⁄ Dan Noonan 2008 and 2012

⁄⁄ Ed Fernon 2012

⁄⁄ Donald Maclurcan who was chef de 
mission at the 1960 Winter Olympics

And now our four this year. It’s a proud 
list to which our four 2016 Olympians add 
even more lustre.

JAMES RODGERS

Above, left to right Aidan Roach (OR2008); Ed Jenkins (OR2004); Henry Hutchinson (OR2014); Will Ryan (OR2006)



In January former 1992 OIU President 
Michael Henry Shepherd (OR 68) was 
made an Officer (AO) of the Order of 
Australia for distinguished service to the 
disabled, particularly as a strong advocate 
for the hearing impaired, to community 
health through leadership and governance 
roles, and to financial services.

Mike or “Shep” is the father of Sam 
(OR1991), Ben (OR 1993), Tim (OR 1996), 
Edward (OR 2000) and Henry (OR 2003) 
and uncle to numerous Roarty, Shepherd, 
O’Brien and Pegum Old Boys. A man who 
has made an enormous contribution to 
his community and profession while also 
acting as primary carer for his wife who 
was diagnosed with Parkinsons disease  
in 1991.

Despite his achievements of being a board 
member of the Sydney Stock Exchange 
and its merging to the ASX for nearly 30 
years from the age of 25, employing the 
first female trader on the Sydney Stock 
Exchange Trading Floor, contributing to 
the ASX being one of the most innovative 
stock exchanges in the world, and 
contributing to in excess of ten non for 
profit boards over 30 years to help people 

with disabilities and sport, his greatest 
achievement has been bringing up six kids 
and looking after his wife.

Michael has made a great contribution 
to the Riverview community through 
being a committee member and President 
of the OIU throughout the 1980s and 
90s, member of the Riverview College 
Foundation in the 1980s, Club captain and 
president of the OIRFC, establishing the 
Riverview Rugby Supporter Group in the 
mid 1990s, Managing and running the 
Riverview Old Boy Careers Night in the 

1980s, and giving many Old Boys in the 
1980s their first employment opportunities 
in the financial services sector. These 
contributions were to groups and charities 
that were not for personnel gain or for 
causes that would benefit his family. The 
demonstration of a truly selfless man.

ACHIEVEMENTS RECOGNISED 
BY THE AWARD:

⁄⁄ Contribution to the Hearing Impaired 
and Not-for-profit Sectors

⁄⁄ Contribution to the Financial Services 
Sector

Above Michael Shepherds AO Investiture Ceremony 

at NSW Government House in April 2015.

Broker Michael Shepherd Awarded AO for 
Helping the Disabled and Leadership in 
Financial Services

St Ignatius’ College Student Awarded 
Prestigious C.A.S. Hawker Scholarship
Former St Ignatius’ College Riverview 
student Daniel Coulthurst from Wagga 
Wagga has been recognised with a national 
scholarship that will assist him to complete 
his Bachelor of Agribusiness degree at 
Marcus Oldham College at Geelong. 
Daniel was educated at Riverina Anglican 
College (2003–2005) and St Ignatius’ 
College Riverview (2006 –2007).

Former Governor-General Major General 
The Hon Michael Jeffery, AC, AO (Mil), 

CVO, MC (Retd) presented five new 
Charles Hawker Scholars with their 
scholarship certificates.

The five successful candidates for 2016 
were awarded Hawker Scholarships from a 
strong field of 187 applicants.

The Charles Hawker Scholarship was 
established by Mrs. Lilias Needham in 
memory of her brother Charles Allan 
Seymour Hawker. Today the scholarship 
is valued at up to $50,000.00 over three 

years and is one of the most generous 
privately funded residential scholarships 
available to undergraduate and 
postgraduate students in Australia.
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5 Year Reunion (OR2011)
On June 17–19, the class of 2011 dusted off 
their old Kelly Country tuxedos from our 
Blue & White Ball and congregated for our 
Five Year Reunion. The weekend started 
at the Dalton Chapel, with over 100 boys 
attending mass said by Father Ross with 
Ms. Moriarty playing the organ. The mass 
featured some stirring renditions of our 
favourite hymns, as chosen by our Captain 
of Boarders James Tooth, highlighted by a 
powerful ‘Galilee Song‘ to end mass. From 
there, we went to Bar Cleveland where 130 

boys had the chance for some long overdue 
catch-ups, food and drinks.

Saturday began at the Lane Cove Bowling 
Club, followed by the 1st XV game between 
Riverview v Joeys. What would a 1st XV 
game be without the iconic ‘Iggy the 
Moocher’ chant, and our Iggy, Lachlan 
Nicol, delivered with his best Iggy 
performance to date.

Reflecting on the reunion, it is clear 
the school spirit, Ignatian values, and 
camaraderie within a Riverview year group 
does not fade after graduation. Whilst 
some of us had not seen each other since 
graduation, it is wonderful to know that we 
could all pick up where we left off.

EDWARD SINCLAIR (OR2011)
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Perry Drakopoulos 
On the 18th March 2016, I left for China 
to compete at my third acrobatic World 
Championships, and my last ever 
competition as a gymnast. My training 
schedule leading up to this moment had 
been the hardest and most intensive it 
had ever been. I was training 5 days a 
week, and 7 trainings in total. A lot of 
this preparation was in the midst of my 
HSC, as the trial to compete at the World 
Championships was in early November. 
Nonetheless, I achieved goals far beyond 
my expectation by making it onto the 
Australian team with the highest point 
score, as well as achieving an ATAR of 93.2. 

From December onwards, I had to make 
even more sacrifices, such as deferring my 
university degree until August 2016 in order 
to maintain the busy training schedule.

Once we arrived in China, Tara (my 
acrobatics partner) and I were given a few 
days to acclimatise to the environment. On 
day one of the competition we competed 
our dynamic routine    —elements that 
require flight, somersaults and twisting. 
We got a score of 27.150 out of 30, putting 
us in 4th place, only .3 behind first place. 
The following day we competed our 
balance routine-elements involving static 
movements, balance and flexibility— 
achieving a score of 27.1 and again finishing 
in 4th place. The top 8 places made it to the 
finals, where the score started from zero.

On the finals day, we competed our 
combined routine—a mixture of balance 
and dynamic elements. Unfortunately, we 
placed 4th and missed out on the bronze 
medal by 0.01, the closest recorded scores 
in the history of acrobatic gymnastics.

While it seems like a disappointment, I 
couldn’t be any prouder to be representing 
my country and performing the best 
routines I could have done under the 
immense amount of pressure.

Furthermore, in early June, Tara and I were 
awarded the Elite Australian Acrobatic 
Gymnasts for 2015–2016. This had been 
our third consecutive time winning this 
award, thus making history in the sport of 
Acrobatic Gymnastics in Australia.

Being able to compete at this level in 
this sport for such a long time is an 
unforgettable experience and will always 
continue to be an enormous chapter in 
my life.

PERRY DRAKOPOULOS 
(OR2015)



Masterplan

Introducing:  
The Ignis Project

On Monday, 27th June 2016 the 30 year 
proposed development of Saint Ignatius’ 
College, Riverview was approved by the 
Department of Planning and Environment. 
The campus will be enhanced and updated 
with new buildings, contemporary 
learning spaces, improved sporting 
facilities and open spaces. The proposed 
development endorses a long term vision 
that will continue to refine and improve 
the educational and pastoral program in 
context of the Ignatian tradition, which 
informs the principles and practices at the 
College. The immediate focus is on the 
Learning and Teaching Precinct, which 
includes the expansion of the existing 
Therry and O’Neil buildings, redevelopment 
of the Wallace Building and refurbishment 
of the Main Building.

The entire refurbishment plan will 
provide 450 jobs with 200 created during 
construction of Stage 1, and another 250 
jobs needed to see out the remainder of the 
school upgrade. Key issues raised during 
consultation include traffic and parking, 
impacts on views and building design. The 
Department found the current traffic and 
parking provided for the school site was 
adequate as there will be no increases in 
student or staff numbers as a result of the 
concept proposal. The Department placed 
strict conditions in response to concerns 
over traffic and requires the school to 
provide updates of events schedule, their 
times and number of attendees. The 
Department closely considered the height 
and design of the proposed buildings and 
found they would generally be confined to 
the existing and currently developed school 
areas resulting in minimal impacts on 
views for residents in the surrounding area.

The application was publicly exhibited 
between December 2015 and February 2016 
for community feedback. The Department 
received three submissions from the public 
and five submission from public agencies.

 The College expects the first turn of soil to 
take place at the end of Term 4.

FOLLOW OUR JOURNEY

 SaintIgnatiusCollegeRiverview

 SICRiverview

 SICRiverview
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Old Ignatians’ Union

“Let None of Our 
Brothers Become 
Another Statistic”

A lifetime membership where they will 
grow from their footsteps outside the 
college and into their own lives filled 
with many obstacles. Who will help them 
overcome those obstacles? Who will reach 
out a hand to let them know that you have 
someone to talk to, a familiar face to cry 
with and talk through their demons?

In my time both at the College and as a 
member of the OIU, I have seen too many 
lives taken as a result of suicide. Speaking 
with parents of boys who have recently left 
school, some of these young men, whilst 
highly successful in their personal life, are 
also deeply troubled. We cannot let this 
continue, not without a fight. Let none of 
our brothers become another statistic.

First we need to look at the facts. In 
Australia, depression is a high risk factor 
for suicide with approximately 2,200 
instances in 2015 alone. 80% of those are 
by men. Suicide is the leading cause of 
death among men under the age of 44. 
That’s more than cancer, heart disease or 
even road fatalities.

The Old Ignatians’ Union is looking to 
help its members in need. For the first 
time in its 123 year history, we will be 
commencing our own Men’s Health 
program to combat these challenges and 
to let all Old Boys know that it is time for 
change. It is a time for us to come together, 

to take responsibility for each other as 
men, as family.

The OIU men’s health program will not 
be a head talking colloquium. Instead we 
will be facing issues head on, inviting the 
involvement of not just Old Boys but also 
their partners. It is critical we all work 
together to make this initiative the success 
that it needs to be.

As a key part of this new strategy, the OIU 
is focusing this year's Annual Dinner on 
this exciting men's health initiative.

‘The White and Blue Ball’ will be held 
on Saturday August 27th 2016 at the 
College, and will be raising money for 
this important program. We invite all 
to come together as a community. With 
John Brogden as our guest speaker, his 
inspirational story is one not to be missed. 
The night promises to be an amazing event.

Money raised from this night will allow 
us to run our first Men's Health Panel 
Discussion at the College in September, 
where we will be examining and discussing 
issues such as alcohol and drug abuse, 
gambling, anxiety and depression. The 
panel will be made up of experts from 
the mental health industry and will also 
include first hand accounts from Old Boys 
who went through the darkest period of 
their lives and are now rehabilitated.

The program however will go further than 
just ‘Panel discussions’ and brochure 
handouts. We will also plan to run monthly 
closed door group sessions for men to 
get together, to have a cup of coffee and 
talk through and share their concerns / 
demons. This too will all be facilitated by 
mental health experts and funded through 
the OIU.

As president of the OIU I am spearheading 
this new program with Bryan Coleman 
(OR’06) who will be coordinating the 
program and as we work to make it grow. 
Most importantly, this program is not just 
limited to the city members.

We have every aim to come to the regions 
as soon as we possibly can. This ambitious 
program is set to become as big as our 
bursary program,where the OIU will look 
after all boys post school with this new 
mental health outreach program.

I am calling on all our men, our women, 
families and in fact the entire Riverview 
community to join me in launching this 
new program at the ‘White and Blue 
Ball’ in August. I would also like to thank 
the OIU executive for their unwavering 
support, knowing that in this modern, 
complex world we need to look inward 
and look after our own, to save them from 
becoming another statistic.

TIM PIESLEY

In November this year approximately 200 boys 
will become members of our Union.



Past Parents' Association 

Collective Plans 
for the Future

Greetings to all Past Parents.

In our contribution to December 2015 
edition of the Ignatian, I wrote of our aim 
for 2016 to increase the membership of 
the Past Parents’ Association and to boost 
participation of past parents attending 
our events planned for 2016. Little did we 
know just how much this aim would come 
to fruition so quickly. 

Our Annual Mass in the Dalton Memorial 
Chapel held on 15th February last, 
celebrated by Fr. Ross Jones SJ. was so 
meaningful and reflective “who we are 
and what we bring to the College as past 
parents”. Mass was followed by a light 
luncheon, this year held in the Memorial 
Hall as our increased numbers required a 
move from the Parlour.

The Annual Bursary Card Day, held on 20th 
April in the Ramsay Hall attracted almost 

double the attendance of last year. It again 
was a great day for Bridge players, and 
we also had some tables of enthusiastic 
Scrabble players to add to the enjoyment 
of the day. Lunch, as always, was superb, 
together with a stall of delicious product 
from Lady Bucket’s Kitchen in Bowral and 
beautiful writing paper and cards from 
Personality Stationery. 

On 6th April the Presidents of the Past 
Parents’ Association, the Old Ignatians’ 
Union and Parents & Friends Association 
were invited by Dr. Paul Hine to meet as 
heads of the College community groups 
to discuss common futures. This was 
a ‘first’ for us all, and we appreciated the 
opportunity offered to us by Dr. Hine to 
discuss our collective plans for future. 

Our next, and final event for 2016, will be 
the Annual Spring Luncheon on Friday 14th 

October in Cova Cottage on the College 
campus. You will receive an invitation a 
little closer to this date. Do remember that 
Cova Cottage seats a maximum of eighty 
(80) guests at lunch, so mark your diary 
now as numbers fill up very quickly. 

If you would like your name and address to 
be added to the Past Parents’ mailing list, 
please contact me :

E annedalton@aapt.net.au  
P (02) 9922 8108

I would love to hear from you.

Once again, with love and respect for the 
College,

ANNE DALTON
PRESIDENT
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Parents and Friends’ Association

From the President 

RIOVIEW

RioView was all about the Bursary Program 
and our Bursary Boys. Giving you the 
facts, dispelling the myths and creating 
an opportunity for the entire community 
to be involved. The generosity from the 
Riverview Community was overwhelming, 
with significant contributions to the 
auctions and raffles and most importantly 
the pledges received. We were wowed 
by the professionalism of our MC, Ian 
Rogerson, who kept us all moving along 
despite the exuberant crowd. Joined by 
Ellen Fanning who guided us through the 
pledge and encouraged us to part with our 
cash for our Bursary Boys! And we laughed 
and reminisced as Jamie Costello shared 
Riverview memories and led us in the toast 
to the college.

Hugh Bonnefin and his sons kept our 
glasses full and the band, the dancers, 
acrobats and drummers kept the tempo 
alive—so too Father Jack as he led the 
frivolity on the dance floor! With the 
help of Geoff Anderson, who made our 
Bursary Movie, it was Elvis, Makor and 
Zach who were the real stars of the night 
and told us their story as to what a bursary 
at Riverview has meant for each of them. 
Father Ross reminded us of our ability to 
be generous, Dr Hine spoke of the benefits 
we receive from the Bursary community 
and both gave us enough Jesuit jokes to see 
us through to the next Gala!

FUNDRAISING MORNING TEA

With a record of over 200 attending our 
annual charity morning tea, it was not 
only a wonderful community event, but an 
opportunity to support a worthwhile charity. 

I’m sure our celebrity guests, Guillaume 
Brahimi and Karl Stefanovic were a major 
drawcard, but I’m also convinced many 
attended to feel connected with the bigger 
Riverview committee. 

It was a spectacular morning and so much 
fun with Karl and Guillaume; they are such 
characters and so entertaining. It truly was 
a wonderful way to spend the last morning 
of term. We are delighted to report that 
we made a donation of $19,200 to The 
National Breast Cancer Foundation. 

With thanks to Jo Hunter for making the 
morning such a special event and the 
assistance of Riverview staff members 
Mark White and Christine Zimbulus.

CHERYL LEOTTA

Thank you to all who have been apart of RioView 2016. We 
achieved our goal— together we have built a bursary—$150,000 
has been raised so far!!! And didn’t we have fun!



The Morts at Riverview
Generations

Luke Sutcliffe Mort finishes in Yr12 
at Riverview this year. He has played 
Basketball for the 1sts team during the past 
two seasons. This season, he was selected 
in the Combined GPS Basketball team. 

In April this year, Luke participated in a 
voluntary Kairos Retreat for Yr12s.

Last year, he went to Cambodia with 
Riverview’s Immersion group for two weeks. 
He’s helped regularly at Teresa House, a 
homeless shelter in Cleveland St, Redfern.

Last year, he sat his HSC exams in 
‘Information Processes and Technology’  
as an accelerated student.

He’s a member of Romero House and, 
following his brothers, Tom (OR 2008) 
and Alex (OR 2013) and his first cousins, 
Jock (OR 2008), Tim (OR 2009) and 
Hamish (OR 2013), he is now the last of this 
generation of Morts at Riverview.

When Luke’s great grandfather, John 
Laidley (Jack) Mort, from Bodalla on the 
NSW South Coast, began at Riverview 
120 years ago in 1896, basketball was 

unheard of in Australian schools; Kairos 
retreats were a century away; Cambodia 
was part of the colony of French 
Indochina; the site of what is known as 
‘Teresa House’ was occupied by factories 
and shops; studies of technology were 
in the distant future; Romero House 
at Riverview, named for Archbishop 
Romero, was 119 years in the future.

Luke’s second name, Sutcliffe, provides a 
clue to his ancestry. His great great great 
grandfather was Thomas Sutcliffe Mort, 
born 200 years ago this year, who came 
from Manchester in England to Sydney in 
1838. He was an industrialist, a pastoralist, 
the first in Australia to enable meat to be 
kept in cold storage. His statue stands in 
Macquarie Place in Sydney. The suburb of 
Mortdale is named after him. 

T.S. Mort’s son, James Laidley Mort, 
converted from High Church of England 
to Catholicism in the 1890s and he and his 
wife, Mary Josephine Coveny, sent their 
son, Jack, to Riverview in 1896. Jack was 
then relocated to Sydney Grammar in July 

1898 before returning to Riverview in 1901, 
only to finish his schooling at St Stanislaus’ 
Bathurst as Dux in 1903. 

Two of Jack’s first cousins, the Austin 
brothers, Godfrey (OR 1896) and Kenneth 
(OR 1897), were at Riverview with him in 
his first year, beginning 120 years of the 
Morts and their wider family at Riverview.

Since that time, Jack’s son, Charles (1918–
1994) went to St Stanislaus’, but Charles’ 
sons, David (OR 1968), James (OR 1970), 
Richard (OR 1976), Adam (OR1975), Charles 
(1980) and Robert (OR1983) completed 
their schooling at Riverview. Richard is the 
father of Tom, Alex and Luke. 

The Morts are also inextricably linked with 
other long-standing Riverview families, 
starting with the Austins. They continue 
a Riverview line that began when Frank 
Loneragan joined Jack Mort and the 
Austins at Riverview in 1896, a line that 
may continue well into the 21st century.

JAMES RODGERS

Top row, left to right Thomas Mort (OR2008), Luke Mort (OR2016), Jock Mort (OR2008)  

Bottom row, left to right Hamish Mort (OR2013), Timothy Mort (OR2009), Alex Mort (OR2013)
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Transitions 2015/2016

Silvia Alexander Canteen Assistant

Maggie Allen Administrative 
Assistant ICT

Audrey Bannantyne Administrative Assistant 
Facilities, Grounds and 
Gardens Manager

Peta Bird Career Advisor

Bernadette Boehm Stage 3 Homeroom Teacher

Joann Boyd Laundry Attendant

Joel Budd TAS Teacher

Daniel Buskariol ICT Client Services Officer

Mitchell Caine Strength and 
Conditioning Instructor 
/ Facility Supervisor

Gillian Carpenter Leader of Legal Studies, 
Economics/Business 
Studies Teacher

Alex Conolly Science Teacher

Kurt Bartelme History Teacher 2001–2016

Karen Broad Executive Assistant to the Principal 2008–2016

Maria Bujnowski Administrative Assistant Facilities, 
Grounds and Gardens Manager

2015–2016

Belinda Clark Cheshire Head of House 1999– 2016

Dale Clarke English Teacher 2013–2015

Kieran Coffey Agriculture Assistant 2007–2016

Mirella DiGiorgio Music Teacher 1998–2016

Lina ElKhoury Stage 3 Homeroom Teacher 2006–2016

Ralph Guthrie Head of Faculty TAS 1995–2016

Sarah Harrisson Assistant Head of Science 2005–2016

Chris Haynes Stage 3 Homeroom Teacher 2013–2016

Rhys Hughes ICT Client Services Officer 2013–2016

Miao Jiang Language Teacher 2015–2016

Geraldine McNulty Head of Digital Learning and 
Information Services

2014–2016

Nikki Mesiti Learning Support Teacher 2006–2016

Brooke Nugent English Teacher 2015–2016

Andrew O’Malley-Jones Facilities Assistant 2015–2016

Warwick Percival PDHPE Teacher 2010–2016

Angelo Polatos Music Teacher 1987–2016

Emily Portmann Photographic and Digital 
Media Coordinator

2015–2016

Davina Pratt Administrative Assistant 
Student Office

2013–2016

Rosanna Rammos Administrative Assistant 
Performing Arts

2015–2016

Erica Reading Stage 3 Homeroom Teacher 1991–2016

Matthew Robertson Head of Business, Economics 
and Commerce

2005–2016

Stephen Russell TAS Teacher 2014–2016

Rebecca Scardino Teachers’ Aide 2009–2016

James Tatham Strength and Conditioning 
Coordinator

2015–2016

Lisa Thift Music Teacher 2015–2016

Lloyd Walker Economics/Business Studies Teacher 2008 –2016

Elizabeth Wojtczak Administrative Assistant 
Performing Arts

2015–2016

Julia Diebold Administrative Assistant 
Ignatian Centre

Beth Heiniger Executive Assistant 
to the Principal 

Adrian Hodda  Audio Visual Manager

Natasha James Administrative Assistant 
Performing Arts

Emma Kent Religious Education 
Teacher

Adeline Lamond Canteen Assistant

Murray Liddell Agriculture Assistant

Rosie McKay English Teacher

Peter McMillan Head of Faculty TAS

Phoebe Merdith Science Teacher

Lisa Ming Teachers’ Aide

Justine Murray English Teacher

Emily Nagel Stage 3 Homeroom Teacher

Tessa Nelmes History Teacher

Vanessa Petersen Science Teacher

Ben Pittorino Facilities Assistant

Stefan Pulpitel Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Support Teacher

Alexandra Rowley Stage 3 Homeroom Teacher

Martina Stolzi Intern Science Teacher

Natasha Terry-
Armstrong

Head of Business, 
Economics and Commerce

David Thomas Language Teacher

Kate Thomas Intern Geography Teacher

Toranz Wildie-
McDaid

Administrative Assistant 
Student Office

Amanda Wilson Intern Maths Teacher

Melinda Younan Business, Economics and 
Commerce Teacher

WELCOME TO NEW STAFF SEMESTER 1 ,  2016

FAREWELL & THANKS



House Head of House Assistant Head of House

Campion Paul Achmar Anthony Cook

Cheshire Sean Bowmaker Matthew Bentley

Chisholm Peter Wakeling Maria Skouras

Claver Denyse Gibbs David Norris

Dalton David Wales Mark Story

Fernando Nathan Leber Russell Kam

Gonzaga Peter McNamara Venta Protas

MacKillop Dan Bradford John Abi-Elias

More Dane Inman Joshuah Morris

Owen Jeremy Bennett Kobe Perdriau

Ricci Bill Dowers Bianca Tsimnadis

Romero Tom Bourne Claire Burke

Smith Rosanna Comastri Marty Collins

Southwell Damien Reidy Andrew Cheney

Teresa Natalie Baines Trent McAllan

Xavier Rob Stuart Brian Piper

Cheryl Leotta President

Rick D'Amico Senior Vice President

Mandy Tooth Vice President—Boarding

Robyn Duggan Treasurer

Geraldine Magarey Assistant Treasurer

Melissa Ghiazza Secretary

Cate Evans Assistant Secretary

Ann Prosser Executive Member–Comunications

Helen Harris Executive Member–Regis

Ange Flannery Executive Member - Boarding

Virginia Thompson Parent Year Co-Ordinator

David Fahy Executive Member

Mel D'Souza Executive Member

Penny Whiteing Executive Member

Donna Pegum Executive Member

Jane Galvin BPA - Assistant Convenor

Requiescant in Pace
Andrew Lynch (OR2006) 
Died on 17 November 2015.

Frank McDermott (OR43) 
Died on 02 December 2015.

Lou Schneider (OR44) 
Died on 07 December 2015.

Michael Fitzgerald (OR61) 
Died on 08 December 2015.

Adrian Hesketh (OR52) 
Died on 12 December 2015.

Angus Hamilton (OR2000) 
Died on 01 January 2016.

John Clift (OR41) 
Died on 04 February 2016.

Carl Fisher (OR48) 
Died on 14 February 2016.

John Brindley (OR48) 
Died on 23 February 2016.

Monty Montgomery (OR68) 
Died on 24 February 2016.

Malcolm Macrae (OR51) 
Died on 01 March 2016.

Terry Greene (OR75) 
Died on 01 March 2016.

John Dunnicliff (OR59) 
Died on 27 March 2016.

Otto Baldwin (OR56) 
Died on 01 April 2016.

Nicholas Ryan (OR2008) 
Died on 04 April 2016.

Bob McCormick OAM (OR2008) 
Died on 05 April 2016.

Trevor Brown (OR43) 
Died on 11 April 2016.

Michael McGuinness (OR49) 
Died on 19 April 2016.

Tony Chatfield (OR55) 
Died on 26 April 2016.

Matthew Nott (OR97) 
Died on 03 May 2016.

Vincent Flynn (OR53) 
Died on 05 May 2016.

Michael Burns (OR52) 
Died on 09 May 2016.

Michael Page (OR76) 
Died on 30 May 2016.

Stephen O'Sullivan (OR64) 
Died on 29 June 2016.

HEADS OF HOUSE P&F EXECUTIVE TEAM 2016

A Kindred Spirit
Michael Smith considered the education 
he received at Riverview the greatest gift 
his parents ever gave him. His legacy 
means that deserving students, whatever 
their background, can benefit from the 
same life-changing experience.

“During my time at Riverview I was 
exposed to the culture and value of the 
Jesuits. I also came into contact with 

boys from varying social and economic 
backgrounds some of whom have 
become lifetime friends and associates. 
I attribute the values that I hold dear 
and the friendships that I treasure 
to the time I spent at Riverview. On 
reflection, the six years I spent at 
Riverview were the most influential and 
enriching years of my life.”

Michael Smith’s bequest established ‘The 
Smithy Bursary’, supporting students in 
necessitous circumstances to access a 
transformative education.

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN 
MAKE A LASTING IMPACT

advancement@riverview.nsw.edu.au 
(02) 9882 8380  
www.riverview.nsw.edu.au



For the Diary

Upcoming Events 
and Reunions

Riverview in London 
Cocktail Reception
THURSDAY 13 OCTOBER 2016

Venue Sir Hugh Casson Room in the Keepers House, Royal 
Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London

Time 7pm–11pm

Book online www.trybooking.com/215693

RSVP Friday 30 September
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DATE DETAILS LOCATION

Saturday 27 August OIU White and Blue Ball Ramsay Hall

Wednesday 7 September OIU vs SJCOBU Golf Day Avondale Golf Club

●Thursday 20 October Loyola Mass and Lunch Dalton Chapel/Ramsay Hall Foyer

●Friday 28 October Class of 1956 60 Year Reunion Mass and Lunch Dalton Chapel/Parlour

●Friday 18 November OIU AGM

Enquiries to Christine Zimbulis cszimbulis@riverview.nsw.edu.au or 9882 8595.

Riverview in Dubai
SEPTEMBER 24 AND 25 2016

The Principal Dr Paul Hine will be in Dubai September 24th and 
25th to meet with prospective parents looking to send their sons 
to the College. 

If you wish to meet with Dr Hine while he is in Dubai contact 
Christine Zimbulis cszimbulis@riverview.nsw.edu.au or 9882 
8595 to make an appointment.

ENQUIRIES

To discuss boarding and enrolment at Saint Ignatius’ College, 
Riverview with the College Principal Dr Paul Hine, Rector Fr 
Ross Jones and Director of Advancement Aleks Duric while 
they are in any of these locations, please contact Christine 
Zimbulis cszimbulis@riverview.nsw.edu.au or 9882 8595.

DATES DETAILS

24–25 September Riverview in Dubai

11–14 October Riverview in London

15–17 October Riverview in New York

Riverview in New York 
Cocktail Reception
SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER 2016

Venue New York Athletic Club, 180 Central Park South, New 
York

Time 5pm–8pm

Book online www.trybooking.com/215696

RSVP Friday 30 September
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